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Abstract. In this essay, we delve into the significance of teaching grammar within the context of
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT). We explore the shift from traditional rote memorization
methods to a more holistic, communication-centered approach and its implications for language
learners. The essay discusses how teaching grammar in a CLT-based curriculum encourages
authentic language use, balances accuracy and fluency, fosters learner autonomy, aligns with
modern language competence perspectives, and allows for differentiated instruction. It also
emphasizes the need for continuous professional development in this evolving field. This essay
showcases the evolution of English language teaching, presenting grammar as a tool for meaningful
communication, and highlights the future of language instruction in the globalized world.
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1. Introduction

In the dynamic development of the language teaching and learning progress around the world.
English was regarded as an international language has experienced a major teaching change. On of
them was the way that the center was grammar turn to the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT).
But these educators from around the world both accept the phenomenon. The essay will lucubrate the
importance of teaching grammar in a CLT based curriculum, it will emphasize the theory behind the
method, its practical application in classroom, and its challenges and advantages. It was different
from traditional translation methods, Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) proposes to use
target language in real world, prioritize communication over learning independent language structures.
The shift in language teaching mode shows that, language proficiency not only depend on grammar
competence, but also depend on competence that using language to do the meaningful interaction.
Therefore, during Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), grammar teaching was contained to
activities that learners used to communicate.

From History, English teaching has been dominated by the traditional teaching practice of
memorizing rules and grammar exercises, it mainly through Exercises taken out of context, for
example, memorize grammatical tenses in textbooks by rote. That make learners to combine objects
and verbs together correctly, but it’s difficult to make conversations fluently. However, the
emergence of CLT breaks the mold, researchers began to refocus on communication competence,
among them, grammar should be regarded as a tool to communicate well, rather than the final target
of teaching. The advantages of grammar teaching gain widely reorganization, but it is also, important
to realize the complexity of this approach. For example, striking the optimal balance between
accuracy and fluency, combining implicit and explicit grammar instruction, and assessing
grammatical competence in communicative settings presents significant challenges for educators.
However, these challenges have not weakened the effectiveness of CLT; on the contrary, they have
become a fertile ground for innovation and adaptation of English teaching. Based on discovering
these problems, we can find appropriate breakthroughs for teaching, make up for the problems,
improve the teaching effect, and then let English teaching realizes innovation, which perfectly
integrates grammar teaching and CLT to achieve the best results.

In this article, we will use evidence from language teaching research and real-world classroom
experience to explore how effectively CLT-based programs can teach grammar, and how the two fit
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together perfectly. The purpose is not only to remind learners of the importance of grammar in
language learning, but also to illustrate how a communicative approach can lead to a deeper and more
comprehensive understanding of English, truly preparing learners for the use of English as an
international language. In conclusion, the essence of this paper lies in emphasizing the importance of
grammar teaching and exploring its evolving process within the broader framework of
communicative language teaching. In this part, we will articulate a holistic, student-centered approach
to English language teaching--Communicative language teaching (CLT), that values grammar not as
a set of abstract rules but as an integral part of meaningful communication.

2. Discussion

As we delved into the teaching of grammar in communicative language teaching (CLT) courses,
some compelling arguments emerged in favor of this approach, drawn from both theoretical
perspectives and practical experience. Firstly, the correct use of grammar is encouraged. A key
advantage of teaching grammar in a CLT-based course is that it encourages authentic use of
grammatical structures. Traditional grammar teaching usually presents language structures in
isolation, which can allow learners to complete a theoretical understanding of language rules but
cannot allow learners to use these structural skills in real-world communication, and still cannot
communicate fluently. In contrast, CLT places grammar in a meaningful communicative context.
When learners engage in real-life tasks, role-plays, or discussions, they are forced to use a range of
grammatical structures to express their ideas accurately. This context-based approach to grammar
teaching is supported by a large body of research showing that learners are more likely to internalize
and retain grammatical rules when they are used in a communicative context [1].

Secondly, balancing accuracy and fluency is also very important, we have a common criticism to
traditional grammar teaching is that it prioritizes accuracy over fluency, leaving learners who can
accurately recite grammatical rules but fail to apply them, and making difficulty to use language
fluently to express themselves in conversation. On the other hand, CLT-based courses strive to strike
a balance between the two characteristics. While accuracy remains an important goal, CLTs recognize
that communication requires a certain level of fluency. By integrating grammar instruction into
communicative activities, learners could convey their message accurately and fluency in classroom
communication. This balanced approach has been shown to improve learners' grammatical accuracy
and communicative fluency [2].

Thirdly, we need to foster learner autonomy. Teaching grammar in a CLT-based curriculum also
fosters learner autonomy. When performing communicative tasks, learners often need to negotiate
meaning, clarify misunderstandings, and self-correct language errors to make communication go
smoothly. In this process learners also complete self-directed learning, this active participation in the
learning process allows learners to take charge of their own language development, fosters autonomy
and encourages lifelong learning. It is critical in the context of English as an international language,
where learners need to adapt to a variety of English-language contexts and continue learning outside
the classroom [3].To better promote the language learning process.

Next, we need to focus on modern grammatical perspectives consistent with language competence.
In today's globalized context, English language proficiency is not only the ability to produce grammar
and correct sentences. It also encompasses the ability to use language appropriately in a variety of
cultural and social contexts. Teaching grammar in a CLT-based curriculum fits well with this modern
view of language competence. By incorporating grammar instruction into communicative tasks,
learners are exposed to practical aspects of language use, such as appropriateness and cultural
sensitivity. For example, discussion tasks on formal and informal registers teach learners not only
about grammatical differences, but also about cultural norms associated with different registers.

Finally, differentiated teaching should be promoted. The flexibility of CLT allows for
differentiated instruction to suit learners of varying proficiency levels and learning styles. Traditional
grammar teaching adopts a one-size-fits-all approach, which often fails to meet the diverse needs of
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learners. However, in a CLT-based curriculum, grammar instruction can be adapted to the needs of
the learners. For example, an advanced learner might be given a complex problem-solving task that
requires the use of advanced grammatical structures, while a novice might engage in a simple
conversational task with the support of a scaffold. This flexibility ensures that all learners are
challenged and supported in their grammar learning, thereby contributing to a more inclusive and
effective learning environment [4].

3. Teaching implications

By analyzing the importance of language teaching in Communicative Language Teaching (CLT),
its advantages and challenges and how it should be applied, as a future teacher, the author has obtained
a lot of teaching enlightenment, according to these theories, | can appropriately change the teaching
strategy in classroom teaching, and flexibly apply it in practice. This section provides a detailed
analysis of the pedagogical inspirations we have drawn from the theories in the previous section, item
by item, as well as the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) course that explores some of the
important implications of grammar teaching for English language teaching, how we should respond,
and how we can better develop language teaching.

Firstly, teachers can integrate grammar in a communicative context. Since the focus of CLT is on
authentic language use, grammar instruction should ultimately be used correctly in a communicative
context. In the classroom, teachers can design activities that are relevant to the grammatical structures
to be taught in the lesson, rather than doing a single grammar exercise by rote. For example, a role-
playing activity in which narratives of past experiences can provide an authentic context for teaching
the past tense, and the teacher can design a situation to describe something that happened at a past
time. This integration of grammar in communicative activities can enhance students' understanding
and assimilation of grammatical rules as they are using these grammatical structures to communicate
meaningfully [1]. It can stimulate students' interest in learning, which in turn can lead to the formation
of short-term memory into long-term memory. It also allows students to see the relevance of grammar
in real-life communication, which can enhance their motivation to learn and strengthen language
learning effects.

Second, there is a balance between grammatical accuracy and fluency. Teachers also have a lot to
upgrade in the classroom. In CLT-based courses, striking the right balance between accuracy and
fluency is an important consideration. While it is important to correct students' grammatical errors in
the classroom to ensure accuracy, over-correction can cause students to be too cautious in their use
of language and afraid to express themselves, which in turn can affect fluency, so called overkill.
Therefore, teachers need to strike a balance between fluency and accuracy in addressing feedback
after the activity by observing students' classroom communication activities and providing timely
feedback on problems, pointing out errors appropriately while also accommodating students'
emotions. This balanced approach fosters grammatical accuracy and communicative fluency, both of
which are important components of language proficiency [2].

Thirdly, teachers can foster learners’ autonomy. Teaching grammar in a CLT-based course also
provides opportunities for teachers to foster learner autonomy. For example, teachers can design tasks
that require students to negotiate meaning, ask for clarification, or self-correct errors. This process of
actively engaging students in learning can enhance students' problem-solving skills and self-
confidence, foster student autonomy, and promote lifelong learning [3].In addition, teachers can
encourage students to use English outside of the classroom, such as participating in online English
forums or watching English movies and listening to English songs, to expose them to a variety of
English environments and to continue learning the language outside of the classroom.

Next it is important to differentiate instruction for different learners in classroom. Because CLT-
based courses allow for differentiated instruction, they enable teachers to teach learners with different
levels of proficiency in the language and learning styles, also known as teaching to the individual.
Teachers can adapt instructional strategies to students' learning styles. For example, for visual learners,
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teachers can use mind maps or diagrams to explain complex grammar rules. For auditory learners,
teachers can use songs or stories that highlight certain grammar points [4] This flexibility ensures that
all learners are engaged and supported in their grammar learning, and secondly, that the teacher
assigns separate tasks to learners at different levels of learning and monitors the completion of
assignments so that learners at different levels of learning are rewarded.

Finally, due to the importance and complexity of grammar teaching in the CLT curriculum, it is
vital that teachers pay attention to sustainable professional development. It is necessary for teachers
to learn the latest knowledge about effective grammar teaching strategies and take this theoretical
knowledge into teaching practice in time to effectively change teaching strategies. Also, teachers
should constantly refine the professional development plan, which is based on the latest research
results. The plan provides opportunities for teachers to share, discuss, analyze, and learn from each
other, which helps them make great progress in the quality of teaching. Through the implementation
of the professional development plan, teachers can improve their teaching knowledge and skills to
effectively deliver the CLT-based curriculum in the classroom. Finally, there are many advantages
that teaching grammar in a foreign language-based curriculum, including promoting practical use of
the language, increasing accuracy and fluency, produce learner autonomy, teaching learners with
different levels, and conforming to with the advanced view of language competence. However, it also
raises the big challenge, which is required planning, flexible teaching strategies and sustainable
professional development.

4. Conclusion

This article explores the domain of grammar instruction in communicative language teaching
(CLT) courses reveals the teaching shift of English teaching field.

The traditional methods were similar with rote memorization and dependent grammar exercises
were replaced of a more holistic, context-driven approach. This approach was regarded
communication as Centre. This shift resonates with learners’ contemporary demands. It prepares to
regard English as an international language. The effectiveness of this approach lies in the fact that it
views language not just as a set of abstract rules, but as a tool for communication and interaction.
This idea is supported by a large body of research evidence [1], it makes grammar more meaningful
in the real contexts, and it was balanced accuracy and fluency. This approach not only contributed to
strength the understandings of grammars, but also foster learners’ competence to use English in usual
conversation.

Beyond that, it adds learner autonomy in grammar teaching of CLT-based courses, it’s valuable in
modern learning environment. When learners grasp their own learning methods, learning autonomy
has positive effect to explore knowledge in the progress of pushing learning, thereby developing a
lifelong passion for language learning [3] in this epoch of global English, the ability to adapt and
learn autonomously is a critical skill. What’s more, this approach contains a more comprehensive
theory of language competence, it realizes the importance of valid communication, and integrate
grammar teaching methods into real-world communication tasks, it makes learners to realize the
importance of understanding Language Pragmatics. Make better preparation for interaction in real
world. [4].

Finally, the flexibility of a CLT-based curriculum and its adaptability to differentiated instruction
can accommodate student’s f different learning levels and learning styles. This inclusivity ensures
that all learners, even if they have different language levels or preferred learning styles, are
appropriately challenged, and supported throughout their grammar learning progress.

In general, explore grammar teaching in CLT-based courses reveals the future of English language
teaching. Through mixing grammar into meaningful communication contexts, this method could
make learners use English skills flexibly in various international contexts. Although that method
exists special challenges, its potential advantages are more important for learners and teachers.
Therefore, while we try our best improving language levels, to achieve the method that regard English
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as an international language. By contrast, the more important was that we should continue to improve
and innovate our grammar teaching methods within a communicative framework.
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