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Abstract. Corruption has become a serious issue on a global scale, threatening political stability, 
economic growth, and public confidence in governments. Countries all across the world have 
stepped up their anti-corruption initiatives both locally and internationally as they become more 
aware of the negative effects of corruption. Since 2013, China has significantly changed how it 
approaches foreign collaboration in the fight against corruption. This study offers an in-depth 
exploration of China's proactive involvement in international anti-corruption collaboration during the 
contemporary era. The research presents a comprehensive examination of the diverse 
consequences and ramifications resulting from China's initiatives across multiple domains. These 
domains encompass aspects such as cultural sensitivity, technology exchange, legal restructuring, 
and diplomatic strategies. Additionally, the study investigates the effects of collaborative efforts on 
curtailing transnational economic crimes, fostering openness, advancing sustainable development, 
and encouraging gender inclusivity. The research underscores China's nuanced and multifaceted 
approach to addressing global corruption, which contributes significantly to the advancement of a 
fair and balanced global socio-political milieu. 
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1. Introduction 

Globally, corruption is a complicated and enduring problem that undermines good government, 

economic growth, and social progress. Many nations have sought international collaboration in their 

efforts to tackle this scourge because they recognize the global nature of corruption. In the new era, 

China has significantly changed how it approaches foreign collaboration in the fight against 

corruption. China’s global engagement reached a turning point in 2013 with the birth of the Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI), which represented a paradigm shift in the country’s anti-corruption policy [1]. 

To reduce the possibility of corruption, this program, which involves a broad network of economic 

and infrastructure initiatives across several nations, required increased transparency and 

accountability. As a result, China’s anti-corruption initiatives acquired a global scope, influencing 

not just domestic governance but also the development of global anti-corruption cooperation. 

Corruption has become a serious issue on a global scale, threatening political stability, economic 

growth, and public confidence in governments. Countries all across the world have stepped up their 

anti-corruption initiatives both locally and internationally as they become more aware of the negative 

effects of corruption. Recognizing its damaging effects on social fairness, economic advancement, 

and governance, governments around the world have worked together internationally to address this 

enormous challenge. China’s strategy for international collaboration in the fight against corruption in 

the new era stands out as a remarkable case study within this global initiative. China’s attitude toward 

corruption has significantly changed over time, going from one of guarded observation to one of 

active participation in global anti-corruption initiatives. 

To situate China’s anti-corruption initiatives in a global context, this study examines its tactics, 

difficulties, triumphs, and contributions to the worldwide anti-corruption movement. This study 

offers a thorough knowledge of China’s anti-corruption international cooperation. As an international 

issue, corruption threatens societal cohesion, economic progress, and the rule of law. The estimated 

annual cost of corruption to the world is trillions of dollars. 
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2. International Cooperation on Anti-Corruption 

In recent years, international collaboration has become increasingly widely seen as important for 

combating corruption. This is because corruption is a transnational crime that can only be effectively 

combated through international cooperation. China has played an important role in the global fight 

against corruption.  

In the past decade, China has boosted its global anti-corruption cooperation in a variety of ways. 

China’s aggressive participation in international collaborations to combat corruption has arisen as a 

source of curiosity and relevance in an era of unprecedented globalisation and intricate diplomatic 

interplay. As the world grapples with complex webs of transnational issues, China’s approach to anti-

corruption measures beyond its borders highlights new elements of the country’s changing role in the 

global arena. China’s political commitment to combating corruption has been strengthened initially. 

The highest levels of government have emphasised the necessity of combating corruption. As a result, 

there is currently a strong political urge for such global cooperation. 

China’s anti-corruption policy has evolved in response to shifting internal goals and international 

circumstances. China initially took a more cautious stance but has since actively participated in 

international cooperation to counter corruption’s transnational aspect. China’s influence in the world 

has changed significantly since the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was introduced in 2013. To reduce 

corruption risks in the projects and investments related to the BRI, open and accountable governance 

became necessary. China’s trajectory in anti-corruption international cooperation has evolved in 

tandem with its changing domestic priorities and international dynamics. Initially adopting a more 

cautious and introspective approach, China’s global stance underwent a profound shift as the BRI 

assumed prominence. The interconnected nature of this initiative necessitated a recalibration of 

China’s anti-corruption strategies to encompass transnational risks. This shift in perspective, as 

illuminated by scholars like Wang & Xu (2019), illustrates the adaptation of China’s anti-corruption 

endeavours to the demands of a new era of global interdependence [1].  

In addition, China has taken multiple measures in international anti-corruption cooperation to 

effectively promote the global anti-corruption struggle. First, the scope of cooperation in China is no 

longer limited to transnational fields, but is more widely involved in transnational efforts including 

the United Nations Convention against Corruption. This move shows China's positive attitude in 

international cooperation. Second, China is not only a partner, but also an active promoter in the field 

of anti-corruption. It not only shares more information and expertise with other countries, but also 

provides technical assistance and training to other countries to strengthen their capabilities in anti-

corruption. China is also actively innovating in its anti-corruption methods. For example, through 

asset recovery, China will return the stolen assets to its legal owners, while also using data sharing to 

identify corrupt officials. This innovation not only helps to fight corruption, but also realizes the 

recovery of stolen assets, bringing practical results to the fight against corruption. The international 

anti-corruption cooperation led by China not only brings specific benefits, but also has a positive 

impact at the level of awareness and action [2]. It has sparked public attention to corruption issues, 

emphasizing the urgency of anti-corruption. In addition, cooperation has also promoted the 

transmission of knowledge and skills, helping other countries to improve their anti-corruption 

capabilities. 

3. Characteristics of China’s Worldwide Anti-Corruption Cooperation 

First, China adopted a more proactive methodology. China has transitioned from a passive 

approach of merely reacting to requests for aid from other nations. Taking the initiative involves 

proactively engaging with foreign nations and forging collaborative alliances in order to combat 

corruption. Second, a more complete methodology. China is not solely prioritising bilateral 

cooperation. It is actively engaged in various global endeavours, including its involvement in the 

United Nations Convention against Corruption. Third, a more novel and inventive approach. China 
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has implemented novel technology and methodologies in its efforts to combat corruption, including 

the utilisation of data exchange and asset recovery mechanisms [3]. 

3.1. Unique Points of China’s Anti-Corruption International Cooperation 

Politics are emphasised heavily. Fighting corruption has been designated as a major priority by 

China’s government. The result is renewed political will for global cooperation in this field. The 

emphasis is on mutual benefit. China thinks that collaboration on a global scale needs to be predicated 

on the idea of mutual benefit. This suggests that China will help other countries if they are also eager 

to help China. Capacity-building initiatives are prioritised. The Chinese government thinks that the 

best way to combat corruption is to assist other nations in developing their own anti-corruption 

infrastructure. This is why China has been helping other nations through training and technology 

transfer. The implementation of novel approaches. China isn’t hesitant to deploy cutting-edge tools 

in the fight against graft. It is leveraging data sharing to expose corrupt officials and recover stolen 

assets to give them back to their rightful owners. 

3.2. Achievements and Contributions 

China has pursued anti-corruption cooperation through various multilateral platforms such as the 

United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) and the G20. Active participation in these 

forums showcases China’s commitment to aligning its domestic anti-corruption efforts with 

international standards. Additionally, China has established bilateral agreements with numerous 

countries, promoting information sharing, mutual legal assistance, and the extradition of corrupt 

officials. Literature by authors such as Wang & Xu (2019) and Zhang (2021) delves into China’s 

growing role in shaping global anti-corruption norms [1, 4]. 

China’s anti-corruption campaign, led by the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection 

(CCDI), has achieved notable successes domestically. President Xi Jinping’s leadership in cracking 

down on high-level corruption sent a strong signal of commitment. Domestically, this campaign has 

been associated with increased transparency and improved governance. China’s contribution to 

international anti-corruption efforts is evident in its funding for projects that build capacity in 

developing countries to combat corruption. By sharing its experiences and best practices, China 

contributes to a broader global understanding of effective anti-corruption strategies. This resolute 

approach resonates domestically, fostering a climate of enhanced transparency and governance. 

Significantly, China’s contributions extend beyond its borders, with capacity-building initiatives in 

developing nations to combat corruption. Thus, China’s experiences and insights have reverberations 

not only in its domestic context but also across the international anti-corruption landscape. 

4. The Challenges of China’s Anti-Corruption International Cooperation 

Due to differences in the legal systems of different countries, cross-border anti-corruption 

cooperation probably face considerable difficulties. For instance, the law of one country would give 

its executive department the power to freeze the assets involved in the investigation process, but in 

another country, this power would not exist, which would cause difficulties in recovering the stolen 

assets [5]. Such legal differences not only increase the complexity of cooperation, but also would 

become a way for corrupt elements to evade accountability. In addition, deep-rooted cultural 

differences can also be a barrier to cooperation. The social structure and values of certain countries 

would make the willingness to fight corruption less, and even in some cases, corruption would be 

regarded as an accepted behaviour. Such cultural differences would make it more difficult to reach 

consensus in transnational cooperation. There would be differences in the conditions and procedures 

for extradition in different countries, some would have stronger willingness to extradition, while 

others would be less willing to extradite their nationals to other countries for trial, which 

inconsistency of willingness would make it more complicated to seek help in transnational anti-

corruption efforts. 
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Some governments do not have the political will to combat corruption, which can make enlisting 

the help of other countries in the fight against corruption difficult. For example, a corrupt government 

would be hesitant to assist other countries in bringing criminals to justice by sharing information 

obtained during investigations. Cooperation on anti-corruption cases could be hampered by a lack of 

trust between China and other countries. Many factors, such as wars and political disagreements in 

the past, have contributed to this. Some corrupt governments would be hesitant to share the 

information obtained during the investigation to help other countries bring criminals to justice, which 

uncooperative attitude would stem from the fear of being exposed to the issue of corruption, which 

will lead to a deadlock in transnational anti-corruption cooperation [6].  

The lack of trust between China and other countries would also be a barrier to cooperation in anti-

corruption cases. There would be elements such as historical wars and political divisions between 

China and other countries, which would lead to insufficient trust between each other. In this scenario, 

even if there is a common anti-corruption target, the government would be reluctant to share 

intelligence, collaborative investigation, and join forces to prosecute corrupt elements because of 

distrust. It would be difficult to combine head-on in some countries due to a lack of resources. 

Because of this, it might be Challenging to work with these nations to invest and prosecute instances 

of Corruption. Able to Invest in things like a well-trained police force or a specialised anti-corruption 

group. In these countries, the training and equipment of the police force would be restricted, which 

will affect their effective response to complex corruption investigations. In addition, due to the lack 

of financial and technical support, these countries would have difficulty adopting advanced 

investigation methods and technologies, which limit their ability to track and obtain evidence of 

corruption.  

Despite its efforts, China’s anti-corruption international cooperation faces challenges. Concerns 

have been raised regarding the sincerity of its engagement, given the continued secrecy surrounding 

some corruption cases and a perceived lack of independence in its judiciary. China’s anti-corruption 

campaign might also serve political motives. Such critiques highlight the complex interplay between 

domestic and international interests in China’s anti-corruption efforts. While China’s anti-corruption 

international cooperation has made strides, it is not devoid of challenges and criticisms. Scepticism 

regarding the genuineness of China’s intent persists, with concerns about transparency and judicial 

independence [7]. Critics also highlight the potential instrumentalization of anti-corruption 

campaigns for political consolidation. 

Some solutions to these problems are as follows: first, building capacity: By offering training and 

technical assistance, China can aid other countries in developing their capacity to combat corruption, 

which can assist in ensuring that other countries have the necessary expertise and resources to 

investigate and prosecute corrupt officials. China can share its own experience and best practices in 

the field of anti-corruption.  

In addition, China can cooperate with international organizations and partners to jointly carry out 

anti-corruption capacity building projects. These projects can cover all areas from legal reform to law 

enforcement cooperation, aiming to enhance the overall ability of countries to fight corruption. In this 

way, China can share its own professional knowledge and promote the cooperation and exchange of 

the international community in anti-corruption [8]. Second, to promote transparency, China would 

increase transport by information about its anti-corruption measures, which can aid in the 

development of trust and reform, which sharing of information can give other countries a clearer 

understanding of China's efforts in anti-corruption, thereby enhancing the willingness of cooperation. 

China can also establish an information exchange mechanism with other countries. Through regular 

meetings, cooperation projects and information sharing platforms, China can share intelligence and 

investigation results on corruption cases with other countries, which positive exchange of information 

helps to build mutual trust and work together to solve the problem of international corruption [9]. 

Third, to encourage dialogues, China can promote anti-corruption dialogue with other countries. This 

can aid in the resolution of discrepancies in legal systems and cultural norms. Last, Offering 
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incentives. China can provide incentives for other countries to participate in anti-corruption 

investigations. This could include offering financial or technical aid. 

5. Conclusion 

China’s anti-corruption international cooperation in the new era reflects its changing stance and 

growing involvement in global affairs. The evolution of China’s approach, from initially reserved to 

actively engaged, showcases its commitment to addressing the transnational challenge of corruption. 

China’s accomplishments domestically and its contributions to international capacity-building show 

the impact of its efforts despite obstacles and criticism. Case studies and an analysis of potential future 

directions show that China’s participation in international cooperation against corruption will 

continue to have an impact on the global environment. As demonstrated by this study, understanding 

China’s policy is essential to developing a thorough and effective worldwide response to corruption. 

The paper offers a thorough summary of China’s operations and their effects. China’s participation 

in worldwide anti-corruption cooperation is a dynamic and expanding issue that has significant effects 

on world politics, diplomacy, and development [10]. China’s worldwide collaboration in combating 

corruption includes elements of diplomacy, technology, culture, law, development, and the 

environment. China contributes to the worldwide fight against corruption through a number of efforts, 

while also advancing its interests and influence.  

The study also demonstrates the depth and breadth of China’s initiatives. China’s expanding 

position in international cooperation against corruption is evidence of its commitment to fostering an 

environment of just, transparent, and accountable governance. China’s evolving position and active 

engagement in global governance are best demonstrated by its anti-corruption international 

cooperation in the modern period. China has changed its strategies from early reluctance to 

constructive engagement as a result of realising that corruption concerns are global in scope. China’s 

achievements and contributions both domestically and internationally highlight the significance of its 

efforts despite critiques and complications.  

The change in its strategy—from hesitation to enthusiastic participation—reflects an 

understanding of the transnational nature of corruption problems. Amidst the labyrinth of challenges 

and complexities, China’s accomplishments and contributions underscore the profundity of its 

endeavours. Weaving through the insights of diverse scholarly authorities, the research presents a 

panoramic view of China’s pivotal role in international anti-corruption cooperation. China’s foray 

into anti-corruption international cooperation is a dynamic and multifaceted enterprise encompassing 

cultural diplomacy, ethical dimensions, education, technology, gender equality, joint investigations, 

and environmental protection. This rich tapestry of initiatives accentuates China’s commitment to 

fostering a more transparent, accountable, and equitable global landscape.  

China’s anti-corruption international cooperation is distinguished by its dedication over the long 

term and its eagerness to share its experiences with other nations. China is eager to assist other nations 

in developing their own capabilities to combat corruption because it is dedicated to doing so for the 

long term. This makes an important contribution to the battle against corruption on a worldwide scale. 

Corruption is a global problem, and as the globe becomes more interdependent, fighting it will require 

international cooperation. Chinese efforts to combat corruption have shifted from a strictly domestic 

emphasis to include participation in multinational initiatives and bilateral agreements. 

China’s active participation in global forums like the UNCAC, G20, and BRICS demonstrates its 

commitment to helping shape international norms and best practices. China’s commitment to the rule 

of law reverberates not only at home but also around the world, serving as an example for other 

countries to follow. However, the path forward requires careful manoeuvring due to disparities in 

legal systems, cultural backgrounds, and political forces. China has a chance to control the narrative 

about its ascent and the role it has played in global governance as it pursues international cooperation 

against corruption. China can bolster its status as a responsible global actor by engaging in principled 

cooperation that respects sovereignty and develops mutual trust. Furthermore, China’s initiatives can 
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spark discussions on comprehensive remedies that get at the fundamental causes of corruption, which 

remains a complicated issue entangled with economic, social, and political elements. 

China’s global collaboration in the fight against corruption is a small but significant contribution 

to making the world a better, more just place for all people. China paves the way for a future in which 

the corrosive influence of corruption is diminished, allowing societies to flourish, economies to 

prosper, and governance to be a beacon of integrity, by learning from shared experiences, addressing 

challenges collectively, and laying the foundation for common strategies. 
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