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Abstract. With the continuous acceleration of globalization and rapid technological development, 
cross-border interconnectivity has become an important force shaping the current international 
relations landscape. This work delves into the influence of cross-border interconnectivity on the 
construction of new international relations and analyzes in detail its practices and developments in 
China's relations with neighboring countries. The findings reveal that cross-border interconnectivity 
not only promotes the strengthening of economic, political, and cultural ties among countries but also 
drives the diversified and inclusive development of new international relations. However, it is also 
necessary to confront the numerous challenges posed by cross-border interconnectivity, such as 
constraints from major powers and cross-border security risks. In order to address these challenges, 
this work proposes a series of recommendations. First, strengthen political dialogue between 
countries and enhance trust in China among neighboring countries through open and transparent 
cooperation mechanisms. Moreover, deepen regional security cooperation, jointly address cross-
border security risks, and maintain regional peace and stability. Additionally, make efforts to enhance 
the governance capacity of neighboring countries to better adapt to the cooperation needs of cross-
border interconnectivity. These recommendations not only provide practical guidance for addressing 
the complexity brought by cross-border interconnectivity but also substantially contribute to 
promoting global cooperative relations. This work provides an important contribution to the academic 
community by comprehensively analyzing the multifaceted impact of cross-border interconnectivity 
on international relations. Simultaneously, this work offers valuable insights for decision-makers and 
scholars by delving into the practical experiences and challenges faced by China in its interactions 
with neighboring countries. 
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1. Introduction 

With the continuous advancement of globalization and the rapid development of technology, as an 

emerging trend, cross-border interconnectivity is profoundly shaping the current world's international 

relations landscape. Its impact extends far beyond the economic realm and permeates various levels 

of politics, culture, and society. In such an increasingly interconnected era, it is crucial to recognize 

the significant influence of this global interaction and the profound changes it brings to the 

construction and practice of international relations. This work aims to explore the concept, 

characteristics, and continuous evolution of cross-border interconnectivity on the contemporary 

international stage and analyze the importance of this trend in international relations and the various 

impacts and challenges it presents in the international community [1]. 

The advent of the networked, digitized, and information-driven era brought about by cross-border 

interconnectivity has profoundly altered the ways countries connect and communicate [2]. This 

transformation provides unprecedented opportunities for international cooperation and also triggers 

a series of new issues and challenges. In this context, examining how cross-border interconnectivity 

reshapes the international relations landscape, promotes international cooperation and development, 

and addresses challenges in diversity, security, and governance brought about by this 

interconnectedness is necessary. 
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2. Inherent Logic between Cross-Border Interconnectivity and the New 

International Relations 

2.1 Analysis of the Connotation of New International Relations 

The concept of new international relations is an important ideology proposed by the Party Central 

Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core. It emphasizes the coordinated handling of two major 

tasks, the overall planning of two major aspects, and alignment with the global development trend. 

Figure 1 represents the timeline of the development of new international relations. 
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Figure. 1 The timeline of the development of new international relations 

 

The 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) elucidated the three key 

principles of the "mutual respect, fairness and justice, and win-win cooperation" in explaining the 

concept of new international relations to the international community. It continues the principles of 

the Charter of the United Nations and engages in profound theoretical innovation, surpassing the 

scope of traditional international relations theories. This is not just a theoretical deduction but a 

comprehensive summary of the wisdom and practices accumulated by China in handling international 

affairs and promoting global peace and development. This significant theoretical innovation signifies 

China's unique contribution to international relations, providing the world with a fresh perspective 

and model. The concept of new international relations, founded on the promotion of mutual respect, 

emphasizes the core principles of fairness and justice while highlighting the essence of cooperation 

and mutual benefit. This provides a more positive and constructive path for interactions between 

nations, effectively promoting progress in the global governance system. This concept's introduction 

is conducive to building a more equal and inclusive international order and sets a new example for 

mutual cooperation among nations. The concept articulated in the 19th National Congress report is 

not only characteristic of China but also possesses universal values, becoming a Chinese solution to 

steer international relations towards a more just, harmonious, and stable direction [3]. This concept's 

influence extends beyond China's international strategic scope, profoundly impacting the evolution 

of future world orders and the development of international relations. By actively participating in 

global affairs and advocating an international interaction based on equality and mutual benefit, China 

has established an image of responsible and pragmatic cooperation for the international community. 

This is expected to have far-reaching and positive impacts on aspects such as cooperation and 

competition, peace, and development on the international stage. 

2.2 The Innovative Practice of Cross-Border Interconnectivity in Advancing International 

Relations 

The relationship between China and its neighboring countries demonstrates innovation in the 

practice of cross-border interconnectivity, primarily reflected in its transcendence of traditional 

international relations. Power politics, state-centrism, and hegemony characterize traditional 

international relations. Power politics advocates viewing interstate relations from the perspective of 

national interests, emphasizing control of power, and may lead to competition or conflict between 

nations. State-centrism tends to perceive relations with neighboring countries with a single country 
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at the center, ignoring the initiative of other international relationship subjects. Additionally, 

hegemony emphasizes the competitiveness and exclusivity of state relations [4]. 

In the practice of cross-border interconnectivity, the innovation in China's relations with 

neighboring countries is manifested in the transcendence of these traditional notions. First, China 

emphasizes the concept of win-win cooperation, replacing the zero-sum game mentality of power 

politics. This new concept focuses on seeking common interests on the international stage, promoting 

mutual prosperity, and avoiding potential competition and conflicts seen in traditional relationships. 

Besides, China advocates multilateralism, breaking the mindset of state-centrism and emphasizing 

mechanisms that allow equal participation and joint decision-making by all countries, thus enhancing 

the efficiency and sustainability of international cooperation. Finally, China emphasizes openness 

and inclusiveness, abandoning the zero-sum thinking of hegemony, striving to construct mutually 

respectful international relations, and providing more space for the independent development of 

neighboring countries [5]. 

This innovative concept of international relations has far-reaching and positive impacts globally. 

While promoting cross-border interconnectivity, China actively leads the transformation of 

international relations, contributing Chinese wisdom to the construction of a more just, equal, and 

inclusive international order. This also points to a positive direction for the future development of 

international relations, encouraging countries to achieve mutual prosperity through collaboration and 

promoting sustainable development of global society. Figure 2 illustrates the innovative evolution of 

China's relationships with neighboring countries. 
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Figure. 2 Innovative evolution of China's relationships with neighboring countries 

 

2.3 The Constructive Logic of the New Type of International Relations between China and Its 

Neighbors through Cross-Border Interconnectivity Practice 

Compared to traditional realist international relations, the initiative of cross-border 

interconnectivity advocates for establishing equal international relations, symbolizing the reshaping 

of China's relations with neighboring countries. In terms of content, the initiative of cross-border 

interconnectivity redefines the essence of China's relations with neighboring countries, emphasizing 

"common development." In contrast to the realism concept that traditionally focuses on interstate 

competition and power games, the cross-border interconnectivity initiative emphasizes the idea of 

mutual cooperation and shared prosperity [6]. This initiative is not only an economic cooperation plan 

but also a profound reflection on the model of international relations. In the construction of equal 

international relations, the cross-border interconnectivity initiative advocates respecting the 

independence and autonomy of each country. It promotes mutual benefit and win-win outcomes 

among nations through a cooperative common development framework. From a strategic perspective, 
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the initiative provides broader development opportunities for China's neighboring countries, 

encouraging practical cooperation based on mutual respect. This is a form of economic cooperation 

and injects new vitality into international relations, fostering shared prosperity and stability goals. 

Through this initiative, China showcases its economic strength on the international stage and 

expresses its determination to build equal international relations [7]. Figure 3 illustrates the 

constructive logic of the new type of international relations between China and its neighbors. 
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Figure. 3 The constructive logic of the new type of international relations between China and its 

neighbors 
 

Firstly, from a horizontal perspective, the "Belt and Road" initiative has reshaped China's relations 

with neighboring countries. Next, in the vertical dimension, the "Belt and Road" development-

centered practice has constructed a multilevel cooperation pattern between China and neighboring 

countries. This pattern encompasses cooperation at the national, sub-national, and regional levels, 

establishing a "network" for common development between China and its neighbors, leading 

innovatively to a new model in the development of relations with neighboring countries. Ultimately, 

at the regional level, the "Belt and Road" initiative exhibits the characteristics of regional public 

goods. It has innovatively supplied regional public goods for neighboring countries, driving the 

construction of a new type of international relations and a community with a shared future for the 

region. 

3. Cross-Border Interconnectivity and the Multilevel Construction of New 

International Relations in the Surrounding Region 

3.1 Strategic Alignment and Mutually Beneficial Cooperation at the National Level 

In the multilevel relationships between China and neighboring countries, interactions at the 

national level are considered foundational. Within the framework of cross-border interconnectivity, 

exchanges, communication, and interactions at the national level provide prerequisites for multilevel 

cooperation and development at the national, sub-national, and regional levels. The interactions at the 

national level are regarded as the cornerstone of the entire system in the multilayered relationships 

between China and its neighboring countries. Under the framework of promoting cross-border 

interconnectivity, communication, exchanges, and interactions among nations become the foundation 

and prerequisite for multilevel cooperation and development at the national, sub-national, and 

regional levels [8]. The interactions between nations play a crucial role in driving multilevel 

cooperation and development. In the context of cross-border interconnectivity, communication, 

exchanges, and interactions at the national level become the foundation for building deep-level 

cooperation among nations, sub-national entities, and regions. This national-level interaction not only 

influences the economic aspects but also plays a positive role in politics, culture, technology, and 

various other fields. As the interactions at the national level deepen, the cooperation between China 

and neighboring countries exhibits a more diverse and extensive development trend. This trend 

promotes multilevel regional cooperation and development and provides robust support for building 

more closely coordinated international relations globally. The interaction at the national level 
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becomes the engine driving the entire international system toward more open and mutually beneficial 

development [9]. 

3.2 Cross-Border Interconnectivity Construction at the Sub-National Level 

The construction of cross-border interconnectivity at the sub-national level is crucial in the 

multilevel construction of new international relations in the surrounding region. Cooperation among 

countries at the sub-national level includes the construction of cross-border infrastructure and in-

depth collaboration in areas such as trade, investment, and technology. Strengthening cross-border 

interconnectivity at the sub-national level can better promote the common prosperity of countries 

within the region and achieve mutual benefits [10]. Figure 4 illustrates the framework for the 

construction of cross-border interconnectivity at the sub-national level. 
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Figure. 4 The construction of cross-border interconnectivity at the sub-national level 
 

3.3 New Trends in Regional Cooperation 

Cross-border interconnectivity has propelled new trends in regional cooperation, infusing vitality 

into the construction of new international relations in the surrounding region. Countries enhance the 

region's political dialogues, cultural exchanges, and security cooperation, fostering a tighter 

collaboration network. Through the new trends in regional cooperation, neighboring countries can 

better address global challenges, forming a more solid foundation for unity and cooperation [11,12]. 

4. Challenges and Reflections in the Construction of New International 

Relations 

4.1 Issues in the Construction of New International Relations 

Figure 5 illustrates the framework for analyzing the issues in the construction of new international 

relations. 
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Figure. 5 Analysis of issues in the construction of new international relations in the surrounding 

region 
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In the practice of cross-border interconnectivity, there are objectively a series of issues in the 

construction of relations between China and its neighboring countries, and these issues cannot be 

ignored. In the horizontal dimension, the restraining factors of major powers are a significant problem. 

Some neighboring countries may feel geopolitical pressure from China and, therefore, maintain 

caution in cooperation. There are cross-border security risks in the vertical dimension, as instability 

in some regions may adversely affect the entire practice of cross-border interconnectivity. 

Simultaneously, the uneven governance capacity of neighboring countries is also a problem, as some 

countries may struggle when faced with the complexity of transnational cooperation. In the regional 

dimension, the construction of a community of shared destiny for the region requires balancing the 

interests of various countries, which is also a rather complex problem. 

4.2 Reflections on Issues in the Construction of Relations with Neighboring Countries through 

Cross-Border Interconnectivity 

A thorough analysis, reflection, and deepened understanding are required to address these issues. 

In order to address the restraining factors of major powers, efforts should be made through 

strengthened diplomatic initiatives to promote more open and transparent cooperation, enhancing 

trust among neighboring countries towards China. Regarding cross-border security risks, it is possible 

to mitigate these risks through strengthening security cooperation mechanisms, enhancing 

intelligence sharing, and collectively maintaining regional stability. Strengthening the governance 

capacity of neighboring countries requires training and technical support to help them better cope 

with challenges in cooperation. Improving the quality of regional public goods necessitates the 

establishment of more effective mechanisms to ensure that countries can fairly share resources and 

opportunities in cooperation. 

4.3 Recommendations for the Construction of China's New International Relations with 

Neighboring Countries through Cross-Border Interconnectivity 

In order to better construct new international relations between China and its neighboring countries, 

the following recommendations are proposed: First, strengthen political dialogues between nations to 

alleviate the constraints imposed by major powers by establishing more just and transparent 

cooperative mechanisms. Second, enhance regional security cooperation to collectively address 

cross-border security risks and ensure the smooth progress of cross-border interconnectivity practices. 

Third, assist neighboring countries in improving governance capabilities through international 

cooperation, enabling them to better adapt to the collaborative requirements of cross-border 

interconnectivity. Lastly, collectively strive to improve the quality of regional public goods, 

promoting the construction of a community of shared future for the region and achieving common 

prosperity and development. 

These recommendations aim to comprehensively address the challenges in cross-border 

interconnectivity practices, providing a more comprehensive and feasible path for the construction of 

China's relations with neighboring countries. This can propel the development of new international 

relations towards a stabler and more dynamic direction. 

5. Conclusion and Prospects 

In the current global landscape, guided by the central leadership's focus on two major themes and 

two overarching goals, China actively seeks to construct a new type of international relations, with 

particular emphasis on developing relationships with neighboring countries. The goal is to foster 

positive interactions between China and the world. This work aims to explore in depth the impact of 

cross-border interconnectivity on the construction and practice of new international relations. 

Through comprehensive empirical analysis and theoretical research, the following conclusions are 

drawn: 
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First, cross-border interconnectivity, as a vital component of globalization, has accelerated the 

connections and interdependence between nations. This interconnection is evident not only in the 

economic sphere but also in politics, culture, and various other dimensions. The diminished sense of 

distance between nations makes cooperation a crucial element in addressing global challenges 

collectively. Moreover, cross-border interconnectivity has played a positive role in advancing 

economic globalization. The construction of interconnected infrastructure and communication 

networks facilitates trade and investment among different countries. This, in turn, promotes the 

formation and development of global value chains, providing more development opportunities for 

nations. Furthermore, the construction of new international relations, driven by cross-border 

interconnectivity, is becoming more diverse and inclusive. Traditional models of international 

relations are evolving into more open, equal, and mutually beneficial relationships. Countries 

strengthen mutual trust through their participation in interconnected projects, forming closer 

partnerships. In future research and practice, there is room for a deeper understanding of cross-border 

interconnectivity. It is essential to focus on the impact of digitization and technological innovation 

on cross-border interconnectivity. As digital technology rapidly advances, digital cooperation is 

poised to become a new engine driving the development of international relations. 
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