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Abstract. Loratadine is a second-generation antihistamine widely used in treating allergic diseases 
such as allergic rhinitis, urticaria, and conjunctivitis. Compared to first-generation antihistamines, 
loratadine has fewer central nervous system side effects, such as drowsiness and cognitive 
impairment, and exhibits prolonged efficacy. This paper comprehensively reviews the chemical 
structure, mechanism of action, and organic synthesis methods of loratadine. Loratadine’s tricyclic 
structure and selective binding to peripheral histamine H1 receptors allow it to effectively relieve 
allergic symptoms at low doses while minimizing side effects. The article also analyzes various 
classical and improved loratadine synthesis routes, comparing their advantages and disadvantages 
in terms of reaction conditions, yields, and environmental impact. By introducing novel catalysts and 
optimizing reaction conditions, the improved synthesis methods not only enhance yields and cost-
effectiveness but also reduce environmental pollution. Additionally, this paper discusses the 
comparison of loratadine with other antihistamines in terms of efficacy and safety, highlighting its 
significant clinical advantages. Nonetheless, there remains a need for further optimization of its 
synthesis process and exploration of its potential in personalized treatment to meet the needs of 
different patients. 
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1. Introduction 

Antihistamines inhibit allergic reactions by blocking histamine receptors and are widely used to 

treat various allergic diseases. Histamine plays a key role in allergic reactions, as allergens trigger 

immune responses that cause histamine to be released from mast cells and basophils, leading to 

symptoms such as itching, erythema, and bronchoconstriction. Antihistamines alleviate these 

symptoms by preventing histamine from binding to its receptors [1]. 

Antihistamines are typically classified into three generations. First-generation drugs, such as 

diphenhydramine, have high lipophilicity and readily cross the blood-brain barrier, leading to 

drowsiness and sluggishness, which limits their clinical use. Second-generation drugs, such as 

loratadine, have lower lipid solubility, resulting in less penetration of the blood-brain barrier, reduced 

side effects, and prolonged efficacy, making them the mainstream clinical choice. However, some 

drugs, such as terfenadine, present cardiac toxicity. Third-generation drugs, such as desloratadine and 

levocetirizine, further reduce side effects and enhance efficacy, and are widely used in modern allergy 

treatments [2]. 

Since its launch, loratadine, a representative second-generation antihistamine, has been 

extensively used due to its significant efficacy and minimal side effects. By selectively blocking 

histamine H1 receptors, loratadine effectively alleviates symptoms of allergic rhinitis, urticaria, and 

conjunctivitis without causing drowsiness, making it widely used in patients with chronic allergic 

diseases [3]. 

With the increasing demand for drugs and environmental requirements, current research focuses 

on optimizing loratadine’s organic synthesis methods. Although traditional synthesis routes meet 

production needs, there is still room for improvement in reaction conditions, yields, costs, and 

environmental friendliness. In recent years, the introduction of novel catalysts and improved reaction 

conditions has significantly enhanced the efficiency and environmental sustainability of loratadine’s 

synthesis [4]. 
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This study reviews loratadine’s organic synthesis methods and compares them with other 

antihistamines. By analyzing classical synthesis routes and improvement strategies, this paper 

evaluates these methods' performance in terms of reaction conditions, yields, and environmental 

impact. It also discusses the differences in efficacy, pharmacokinetics, and side effects between 

loratadine and other antihistamines, further elucidating loratadine’s unique advantages and future 

development directions. 

2. Loratadine’s Chemical Structure and Mechanism of Action 

2.1. Molecular Structure and Chemical Properties of Loratadine 

Loratadine is a second-generation antihistamine with a tricyclic structure, widely used to treat 

allergic reactions such as allergic rhinitis, urticaria, and conjunctivitis. Loratadine’s chemical 

structure consists of a pyridine ring, a tricyclic core, and a carbamate group, which confer its unique 

pharmacological activity [3]. 

Loratadine’s tricyclic structure provides high chemical stability in the body, extending the drug’s 

half-life and reducing the frequency of administration. It selectively binds to peripheral histamine H1 

receptors, effectively blocking histamine’s physiological effects. Unlike first-generation 

antihistamines, loratadine has lower lipid solubility, making it less likely to cross the blood-brain 

barrier and significantly reducing side effects such as drowsiness and cognitive impairment [3]. These 

characteristics make loratadine especially suitable for patients who need to remain alert. 

2.2. Mechanism of Action of Loratadine 

Loratadine selectively blocks peripheral histamine H1 receptors, inhibiting histamine-induced 

allergic reactions. Histamine, a major mediator in allergic reactions, binds to H1 receptors, triggering 

physiological responses such as vasodilation, increased capillary permeability, and smooth muscle 

contraction, leading to typical allergic symptoms. Loratadine, with its high affinity for H1 receptors, 

blocks these reactions. Due to its high selectivity and prolonged action on H1 receptors, loratadine 

can effectively control allergic symptoms at low doses and reduce drug-related side effects [5]. 

Although loratadine’s lipophilicity is low, its structural characteristics allow it to act effectively 

on H1 receptors in peripheral tissues without significantly affecting the central nervous system. This 

enables loratadine to relieve allergic symptoms without causing drowsiness, particularly suitable for 

patients needing prolonged alertness [6]. Loratadine also has mild anticholinergic activity, which, 

although weak, provides additional efficacy in treating allergic rhinitis, reducing symptoms such as 

nasal congestion and rhinorrhea, thus improving patients’ quality of life. 

3. Organic Synthesis Methods of Loratadine 

The organic synthesis of loratadine involves several complex chemical steps, and researchers 

continually optimize these pathways to increase yields, reduce by-products, and lower production 

costs. The following section discusses several classical synthesis routes and their improvements. 

3.1. Classical Synthesis Routes 

In classical loratadine synthesis, intermediates containing pyridine rings are usually used as 

starting materials. One common route involves the addition of Grignard reagents (organic magnesium 

halides), followed by an elimination reaction, and reacting with ethyl chloroformate to produce 

loratadine [4]. This method is relatively simple but presents challenges in controlling reaction 

conditions and product purification, especially in large-scale production, where by-products can 

affect the final product's quality. 

The second classical route uses 2-cyano-3-methylpyridine as the starting material, introducing an 

amide group via the Ritter reaction, followed by alkylation and cyanation, and finally cyclization to 
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synthesize loratadine [7]. This route is highly effective under laboratory conditions, but the multi-

step process may result in higher costs and longer production times in industrial manufacturing. 

A third synthesis route involves the reduction of a tricyclic ketone, followed by chlorination and 

reaction with an organophosphorus reagent, and finally, loratadine is synthesized through a Wittig 

reaction. This route involves complex chemical steps, particularly the precision needed for the Wittig 

reaction, making it more suitable for laboratory research than large-scale production [8]. Nevertheless, 

this route provides rich chemical tools for modifying loratadine’s structure and developing new drug 

derivatives. 

Another classical route also uses 2-cyano-3-methylpyridine as the starting material, proceeding 

through the Ritter reaction, alkylation, hydrolysis, reduction, and chlorination, and finally undergoing 

a Wittig cyclization to yield loratadine. This route simplifies reaction steps and improves product 

purification, demonstrating higher potential for industrial production compared to previous methods 

[9]. 

3.2. Improved Synthesis Methods 

With the increasing demand for loratadine and heightened environmental awareness, researchers 

have focused on improving traditional synthesis routes to enhance efficiency and reduce 

environmental impact. In recent years, the introduction of novel catalysts and optimized reaction 

conditions has achieved significant progress in loratadine synthesis. 

In the improved Ritter reaction, sulfuric acid is used as a catalyst to produce amide products. The 

optimized Ritter reaction improves reaction selectivity, reduces energy consumption and by-product 

formation, and enhances overall synthesis efficiency. Alkylation reactions have been improved by 

introducing new alkylation reagents, further increasing selectivity and yield while reducing 

environmental pollution [10]. Cyanation reactions, using new cyanation reagents and reaction control 

technologies, have significantly improved reaction safety and controllability. The improvement of the 

Grignard reaction, through optimized solvent systems and reaction conditions, has simplified 

operations, shortened reaction time, and improved product purity. 

In the final steps of loratadine synthesis, the cyclization and ethoxycarbonylation reactions have 

also been optimized. The cyclization reaction, which constructs loratadine’s tricyclic structure, uses 

novel catalysts in the improved method to reduce side reactions and increase yields. The 

ethoxycarbonylation reaction introduces appropriate groups to further optimize the pharmacological 

properties. These improvements have made loratadine synthesis more efficient, environmentally 

friendly, and suitable for large-scale production, enhancing production efficiency and providing 

valuable experience for future antihistamine drug development [11]. 

3.3. Comparative Analysis of Synthesis Routes 

Each synthesis route for loratadine has its own characteristics, with unique advantages and 

limitations. Classical synthesis routes have been widely used in laboratory research, particularly the 

synthesis method involving Grignard reagents. The use of Grignard reagents simplifies carbon-carbon 

bond formation, but the high demands on reaction conditions increase the complexity and cost of 

industrial production. Moreover, the formation of by-products can complicate subsequent purification 

processes. 

The synthesis route using 2-cyano-3-methylpyridine as the starting material, despite involving 

multiple steps, offers relatively mild reaction conditions with high intermediate stability, effectively 

controlling by-product formation and improving the purity of the final product. The improved Ritter 

reaction shows higher selectivity and yield when introducing the amide group, making this route more 

suitable for industrial production. However, the number of steps involved may result in longer 

production cycles and higher costs. 

The Wittig reaction also plays a valuable role in loratadine synthesis. By utilizing the Wittig 

reaction, the stereochemistry of the final product can be well controlled, ensuring drug activity. 
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However, this reaction requires precise control of reaction conditions, and challenges such as by-

product formation complicate industrial-scale production. 

Improved synthesis routes, incorporating novel catalysts and optimized reaction conditions, have 

addressed some of the challenges faced in classical methods. For example, improved Ritter and 

alkylation reactions not only increase selectivity and yield but also reduce environmental impact, 

making these methods more consistent with green chemistry principles. Nevertheless, these improved 

methods, while performing excellently under laboratory conditions, still require verification of their 

stability and reproducibility in large-scale industrial production. When selecting a synthesis route, 

considerations such as production scale, equipment conditions, cost-effectiveness, and environmental 

impact must be taken into account to determine the optimal synthesis strategy [11]. 

4. Comparison of Loratadine with Other Antihistamines 

Antihistamines are widely used in clinical treatment of various allergic diseases, and are classified 

into three generations based on their pharmacological properties. First-generation antihistamines, 

such as chlorpheniramine maleate and diphenhydramine, are mainly used for treating allergic skin 

conditions, such as eczema and insect bite dermatitis. However, a major issue with these drugs is their 

ability to cross the blood-brain barrier, leading to central nervous system side effects like drowsiness 

and fatigue. Additionally, first-generation antihistamines possess anticholinergic properties, which 

can cause dry mouth, dry eyes, and constipation. While effective, their significant side effects, 

especially in terms of alertness and cognitive function, have led to reduced clinical use [1]. 

Compared to first-generation drugs, second-generation antihistamines such as loratadine have 

demonstrated notable improvements. Loratadine is a potent, long-acting antihistamine primarily used 

to relieve symptoms of allergic rhinitis, such as sneezing, runny nose, and burning sensations, as well 

as to treat urticaria. Due to its lower lipid solubility, loratadine has less penetration of the blood-brain 

barrier and therefore has minimal central nervous system effects, with little to no anticholinergic or 

sedative properties. This makes loratadine particularly effective at reducing drowsiness and dry 

mouth side effects. However, caution is required when using loratadine in patients with liver 

impairment or cardiovascular disease due to potential risks [12]. 

Third-generation antihistamines, such as levocetirizine, fexofenadine, and desloratadine, have 

been further optimized from second-generation drugs. These drugs retain strong anti-allergic effects 

while minimizing side effects, particularly in terms of cardiac toxicity. Desloratadine, an active 

metabolite of loratadine, not only retains all the advantages of loratadine but also reduces the risk of 

drug interactions and cardiac toxicity, making it an ideal choice for patients with chronic allergic 

diseases [12]. 

First-generation H1-antihistamines such as diphenhydramine and chlorpheniramine, while 

commonly used for relieving insomnia and preventing allergic reactions, have significant side effects 

that limit long-term use across multiple physiological systems. Even low doses of first-generation 

antihistamines can impair alertness, cognition, learning, and reaction speed, especially in tasks 

requiring complex sensorimotor coordination or driving. In contrast, second-generation 

antihistamines such as loratadine, cetirizine, and fexofenadine are preferred for long-term use due to 

their lower central nervous system side effects and minimal anticholinergic effects. These drugs 

effectively alleviate allergic rhinitis symptoms and are currently the first-line choice in clinical 

treatment [13]. 

5. Future Prospects 

Looking ahead, H1-antihistamines will continue to be the cornerstone of treating allergic diseases 

such as allergic rhinitis, allergic conjunctivitis, and urticaria. With ongoing medical research, novel 

drugs like rupatadine may play a unique role in anti-allergy treatment. Rupatadine not only has H1-

antihistamine activity but also acts against platelet-activating factors, showing potential in treating a 



Highlights in Science, Engineering and Technology CEAM 2024 

Volume 116 (2024)  

 

319 

variety of allergic diseases, especially in controlling inflammatory responses. Additionally, H1-

antihistamines perform well in relieving nasal congestion in patients with allergic rhinitis, and future 

research may explore their decongestant effects through norepinephrine regulation. As further studies 

on these drugs’ mechanisms are conducted, H1-antihistamines could play a more significant role in 

managing chronic inflammation, atopic dermatitis, and chronic rhinitis. 

Future research directions also include developing more selective and safer H1-antihistamines to 

reduce side effects and improve therapeutic outcomes. The strategy of combining H1-antihistamines 

with other anti-inflammatory drugs may become a new trend, particularly in comprehensive 

management of chronic inflammatory and allergic diseases. Moreover, with the development of 

personalized medicine, the use of H1-antihistamines may become more precise, with individualized 

treatment plans based on patients’ genetic backgrounds, disease characteristics, and lifestyles to 

enhance efficacy and reduce adverse effects. In conclusion, with the development of new drugs and 

a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of existing drugs, H1-antihistamines will continue to play 

an important role in future allergy treatment and are expected to further improve patients' quality of 

life. 

6. Conclusion 

As a representative second-generation antihistamine, loratadine plays a crucial role in treating 

allergic diseases. By selectively blocking histamine H1 receptors, loratadine effectively alleviates 

common allergic symptoms such as allergic rhinitis, urticaria, and conjunctivitis while avoiding the 

central nervous system side effects, such as drowsiness and cognitive impairment, commonly 

associated with first-generation antihistamines. This advantage makes loratadine one of the preferred 

drugs for patients with chronic allergic diseases. 

This study systematically reviews the chemical structure, mechanism of action, and organic 

synthesis methods of loratadine. Loratadine’s tricyclic structure and low lipid solubility endow it with 

unique pharmacological properties, giving it a long half-life and high stability in the body while 

significantly reducing adverse reactions. In terms of synthesis methods, research shows that while 

traditional synthesis routes perform well under laboratory conditions, they still face challenges in 

yield and cost for industrial production. By introducing novel catalysts and improving reaction 

conditions, loratadine’s synthesis efficiency and environmental friendliness have been significantly 

enhanced, providing more feasible solutions for large-scale production. Compared to other 

antihistamines, loratadine excels in terms of efficacy, safety, and cost-effectiveness. Unlike first-

generation antihistamines, loratadine avoids excessive central nervous system suppression and 

significantly reduces anticholinergic side effects. In the third generation of antihistamines, 

desloratadine, the active metabolite of loratadine, further optimizes efficacy and safety, 

demonstrating the potential for structural optimization of loratadine. 

Despite the progress made in loratadine’s application in treating allergic diseases, research also 

points to areas for improvement and development. Future research should focus on optimizing 

loratadine and its derivatives’ synthesis to further increase yields and cost-effectiveness. Additionally, 

with the development of personalized medicine, the potential for loratadine in personalized treatment 

should be further explored to better meet the needs of different patients. 

In future research, loratadine and other H1-antihistamines will continue to solidify their position 

in allergy treatment. The emergence of new drugs like rupatadine demonstrates the continuous 

innovation and progress in the field of antihistamines. Based on these advancements, loratadine is 

expected to play an even more important role in future clinical practice, contributing further to 

improving patients' quality of life. Through this study, not only is our understanding of loratadine 

deepened, but a theoretical foundation and practical guidance are also provided for the development 

and optimization of related drugs in the future. Loratadine’s success serves as a model for 

antihistamine research, demonstrating that fine optimization of chemical structures and synthesis 

methods can significantly enhance the clinical efficacy and application value of drugs. With 



Highlights in Science, Engineering and Technology CEAM 2024 

Volume 116 (2024)  

 

320 

continued research, loratadine and its derivatives hold promising prospects in the field of anti-allergy 

treatment. 
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