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Analysis of Jingdezhen Yaoli Ancient Town's Ceramic
Culture: Historical Threads and Modern Inheritance
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Abstract: This paper aims to thoroughly explore the unique status and contributions of Jingdezhen Yaoli Ancient Town as a
significant birthplace of traditional Chinese ceramic culture. By analyzing its long history of ceramic production, exquisite
craftsmanship techniques, extensive cultural influence, and paths of inheritance and development in modern society, it reveals
the irreplaceable role of Yaoli Ancient Town in promoting Chinese and even global ceramic art and cultural exchanges.
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1. Introduction

Jingdezhen is renowned as China's 'Porcelain Capital,’ with
a long history of over a thousand years in pottery production,
imperial kilns, and several centuries of imperial workshops.
Its ceramic culture has a profound heritage that has endured
for millennia[1]. The millennium-old Porcelain Capital holds
a significant place in both Chinese and global ceramic history
due to its extensive ceramic history, unique geographical
location, abundant mineral resources, rich cultural inheritance,
and broad international influence. Of course, these accolades
and positions owe much to Yaoli Ancient Town, one of the
birthplaces of Jingdezhen ceramics. The following sections
will explore the historical trajectory of Yaoli Ancient Town's
ceramic culture, ceramic techniques and methods, as well as
the protection and development of Yaoli Ancient Town's
ceramic culture.

2. Historical Context of Ceramic
Culture in Yao Li Ancient Town
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Figure 1. Photograph taken by the author in Yao Li .

Yao Li Ancient Town (see Figure 1), located in Fuliang
County, Jingdezhen City, Jiangxi Province, is a historic town
with rich cultural heritage. Historically known as 'Yao Li,' it
earned its name due to being the birthplace of Jingdezhen
ceramics [2]. The ancient town is situated at the heart of three
World Heritage sites: Huangshan, Lushan, and the villages of
Hongcun and Xidi, making its geographical location highly
advantageous. Yao Li Ancient Town is renowned not only for
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its ceramic history but also for its abundant natural resources
and captivating natural scenery (see Figure 2). The town is
celebrated as the 'Origin of Porcelain, Land of Tea, and Sea
of Forests,' titles that reflect its richness in ceramic production,
tea cultivation, and forestry resources[3].

Figure 2. Photogrfl taken by the author in Yao L

The ceramic production history of Yaoli Ancient Town
dates back to the middle Tang Dynasty, when there were
already ceramic handicraft workshops[4]. It was named 'Yao
Li' due to its famous kilns, and it was only renamed Yaoli after
the kilns were relocated at the beginning of the 21st century.
During the Yuan and Ming dynasties, Yaoli's ceramic industry
flourished further, with major existing sites including the Rao
Nan Ancient Kiln Site and the Yaoli Ancient Kiln Site.
However, by the early 20th century, with the rise of
Jingdezhen official kilns, Yaoli's ceramics industry gradually
declined [5], and many kilns were forced to close.
Nevertheless, with modern development, Yaoli Ancient Town,
as the birthplace of Jingdezhen ceramics, still holds historical
significance and cultural heritage that is cherished and passed
down by later generations.

3. Ceramic Craftsmanship and
Techniques of Yao Li Ancient Town

3.1. Ceramic Raw Materials

The ancient town of Yao Li has a pleasant climate and
dense forests. The primary raw material for Jingdezhen
porcelain, kaolin, is sourced from nearby Gaoling Mountain.
Gaoling Mountain is renowned worldwide for its rich ceramic



history and is the origin of the mineral name 'kaolin'.
Currently, this area preserves 127 ancient mines, 67 ancient
kiln sites, 149 water mills, 600 ancient workshops, and 100
ancient docks[6]. Kaolin is rich in alumina trioxide, which
allows porcelain bodies to withstand temperatures between
1280 and 1300 degrees Celsius, enabling techniques such as
blue-and-white porcelain and high-temperature-colored
glazes, and enhancing the strength of ceramics. Porcelain

stone is the main raw material for making ceramic bodies and
glazes, with a composition similar to that of glazes, primarily
consisting of muscovite, quartz, and feldspar.

3.2. Process Flow

The ceramic production process in Yaoli Ancient Town
mainly includes the following steps (see Figure 3).

Ceramic manufacturing process.

Formulating clay.

‘Ceramic

Painting porcelain.

Glazing.
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Figure 3. Self-drawn by the author

The first step is to prepare the clay: mix, grind, and adjust
kaolin and porcelain stone and other raw materials to obtain
suitable clay for ceramic production. The second step is to
form the porcelain body: shape the prepared clay into the
desired ceramic form by hand or using molds. This process
requires artisans to have extensive experience and skills to
ensure that the shape and dimensions of the porcelain body
are accurate. Step three: decorating the porcelain: painting or
embellishing the ceramic body to enhance its artistic value
and aesthetic appeal. This step is typically carried out by
professional artists who use various pigments and techniques
to create intricate patterns and designs on the ceramic body.
Step four: glazing: applying a uniform layer of glaze to the
surface of the ceramic body to improve its luster and
protective properties. The glaze-making process in Yao Li
Ancient Town is equally outstanding, with its glaze having a
lower melting point and higher transparency, resulting in
exceptionally shiny ceramics after firing. Step five: Firing in
the kiln: Apply glaze evenly on the surface of the ceramic
body to enhance its luster and protective properties. The
glaze-making techniques in Yao Li Ancient Town are equally
outstanding, with their glaze stones having a lower melting
point and higher transparency, making the fired ceramics
exceptionally bright.

3.3. Technical Features

1. Thin-walled Porcelain: The thin-walled porcelain of
Yaoli Ancient Town is one of Jingdezhen's renowned
ceramics, known for its characteristics of being as thin as
paper, as clear as a mirror, and as resonant as a chime.
Crafting thin-walled porcelain requires exceptional skill and
extensive experience to ensure it does not deform or crack
during firing.

2. Glaze preparation: The glaze preparation techniques in
Yaoli Ancient Town are equally exquisite. As one of the main
raw materials for glazes, the quality and performance of the
glaze directly affect the appearance and quality of ceramics.
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The people of Yaoli follow ancient methods, using water mills
to crush minerals into fine powder, which is then processed
through multiple steps to produce the glaze.

3. Ceramic craftsmanship: The ceramic making techniques
of Yao Li Ancient Town are primarily manual, with artisans
passing down these skills through generations. This manual
technique not only preserves the essence and characteristics
of traditional ceramic making but also ensures that each
ceramic piece is unique and of artistic value.

4. Strategies for the Protection and
Sustainable Development of Ceramic
Culture in Yaoli Ancient Town

Jingdezhen Yao Li Ancient Town is a unique ancient town
that integrates historical culture, natural scenery, and modern
tourism. It is not only one of the birthplaces of ceramic culture
but also a model of the perfect combination of nature and
humanistic landscapes. In recent years, the tourism industry
of Yao Li Ancient Town has received widespread attention.
Studies show that destination image, travel motivation, travel
experience, and travel satisfaction significantly enhance
tourists' willingness to revisit [7]. Moreover, the ceramic
culture of Yao Li Ancient Town has been integrated into the
local natural and cultural landscapes, creating a unique
porcelain tea town aesthetic (see Figure 4), which attracts
numerous tourists and promotes local economic development.
This positive trend should continue to be fostered through the
combination of ceramic culture and tourism, such as
incorporating ceramics into street designs for decoration (see
Figure 5), setting up stalls or shops where visitors can
personally experience the charm of ceramic culture.
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Figur'e 4. Phof.()gr'éph taken by the author in Yao Li

Figure 5. Photograph taken by the author in Yao Li

The ceramic culture of Yaoli Ancient Town is not only a
manifestation of material culture but also a symbol of spiritual
culture. It demonstrates the Jingdezhen people's love and
pursuit of ceramic art and highlights the outstanding talent
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and innovative spirit of the Chinese nation in ceramic
manufacturing. This spiritual culture plays a crucial role in
promoting the development of Jingdezhen's ceramic industry
and has profound implications for the cultural inheritance and
development of the entire Chinese nation.

5. Conclusion

The ceramic culture of Yaoli Ancient Town is not only a
manifestation of material culture but also a symbol of spiritual
culture. It demonstrates Jingdezhen residents' passion and
pursuit of ceramic art and highlights the outstanding talent
and innovative spirit of the Chinese nation in ceramic
manufacturing. This spiritual culture plays a crucial role in
promoting the development of Jingdezhen's ceramic industry
and has profound implications for the cultural heritage and
development of the entire Chinese nation.

References

[1] Zhang Ming. The Historical Evolution and Modern Inheritance
of Jingdezhen Ceramic Culture. Journal of Cultural Studies.

2022 (09): 50-53.
[2]

Yang Baolin. Primitive Forests Along the Ancient Pathways of
Yaoli. Forest and Humanity. 2015 (12): 42-43.

[3] Cheng Cheng. Thousand-Year-Old Ancient Town, Tranquil

Yaoli. Chinese and Foreign Architecture. 2013 (08): 22-27.

[4] Jia Yi. The Ceramic Charm of Jiangnan's Yaoli. North China

Land Resources. 2015 (04): 18-21.

Xiao Fabei. A City of Mountains and Waters, Poetic and
Picturesque, the Thousand-Year-Old Ancient Town of Yaoli.
Chinese Cultural Heritage. 2014 (03): 40-45+10.

(3]

(6]

Zhang Weifu. Series Report on Famous Chinese Towns: Yaoli
Town. Chinese Place Names. 2009 (06): 14-21.

[71 Jin Wenxue. Reflections on Tourism Brand Building for the
Ancient Town of Yaoli Based on Repeat Visit Intention Survey
Data Analysis. Rural Economy and Science & Technology.

2022, 33 (24): 75-78.



