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Abstract: By analyzing the historical and contemporary implications of Chinese excellent traditional culture, we analyze the 
actual and contingent research on the integration of traditional culture into higher vocational education from three aspects: 
cognitive concept, curriculum and teaching mode. In terms of cognitive concept, there exists instrumental rationalism that 
emphasizes pragmatism over spiritual connotation; in terms of curriculum, there exists the problem of shallow content and 
insufficient credit hours; in terms of teaching mode, there exists the deficiency of formalism and lack of teachers. Based on this, 
from the contingent level, it is proposed to adhere to the people-oriented, top-level design of curriculum ideology and politics; 
to integrate the combination of excellent traditional culture and professional connotation into the curriculum system; to 
strengthen the construction of teachers, and to innovate the teaching pedagogy in terms of the teaching purpose, content, 
implementation, methodology, and evaluation, and other measures. Ultimately, the aim is to achieve a balanced and appropriate 
development of humanistic and professional aspects of vocational education. 
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1. Introduction 
The excellent traditional Chinese culture, inherited from 

more than 5,000 years of civilization, is the spiritual lifeblood 
of the Chinese nation and an important source of socialist core 
values. General Secretary Xi Jinping has pointed out that "the 
excellent traditional Chinese culture is our deepest cultural 
soft power, and it is also the fertile cultural soil where 
socialism with Chinese characteristics is rooted." In the new 
era, the excellent traditional Chinese culture into the 
university campus education has risen to the strategic height 
of "cultural power", the realization of the perfect integration 
of the excellent traditional Chinese culture and higher 
vocational education is not only to adhere to the position of 
Chinese culture, the implementation of the fundamental task 
of establishing moral character, but also "double high" 
construction in the context of the development of Chinese 
traditional culture and higher vocational education, the 
development of Chinese traditional culture and higher 
vocational education. The realization of the perfect 
integration of Chinese excellent traditional culture and higher 
vocational education is not only the inherent requirement of 
adhering to the Chinese cultural stance and implementing the 
fundamental task of making people moral, but also the proper 
meaning of the development of higher vocational education 
with Chinese characteristics and at the world level in the 
context of "double-high" construction, as well as the 
inevitable guideline to promote the culture of vocational 
education and to comprehensively improve the quality of 
talent training. For a long time by the influence of Dewey's 
pragmatism philosophy, people pay more attention to the 
"usefulness" of vocational education, that is, by receiving 
vocational education can be directly employed in society, so 
people often associate vocational education with the economy, 
vocational education and the economy as a social subsystem 
of the closest relationship. This has led to the fact that the 
people trained in vocational education are not complete 
"professionals", i.e., only focusing on vocational and 

technical skills training, while the cultivation of vocational 
ethics is marginalized. It is a matter of concern to us how the 
humanistic and vocational aspects of vocational education 
can be developed in a balanced and appropriate manner. 

2. Historical and Modern Implications 
of Excellent Traditional Culture 

Chinese excellent traditional culture shows more 
humanistic color of vocational education, so we need to 
explore the perfect fit between Chinese excellent traditional 
culture and vocational education. The excellent traditional 
Chinese culture pays more attention to the cultivation of 
humanism and humanistic qualities, and the integration of the 
excellent traditional Chinese culture into vocational 
education helps to cultivate sound, comprehensive and 
harmonious development of "professional people". Excellent 
traditional Chinese culture establishes the important position 
of "virtue", which provides a historical inheritance for the 
fundamental issue of human education in higher vocational 
education. What kind of people to cultivate, how to cultivate 
people, and for whom to cultivate people have always been 
the fundamental issues of education for our party and country. 
Our country has put forward the fundamental task of 
cultivating people with moral character, which has both a long 
historical inheritance and distinctive characteristics of the 
times. Confucianism believes that the purpose of education is 
to "make virtue clear", "to be friendly to the people", and "to 
stop at the highest level of excellence".[1] Confucian culture 
has been present throughout China's ancient history, and 
although it has had different requirements in different eras, its 
core is centered on the "five constants", namely, "benevolence, 
righteousness, propriety, wisdom and faith". It runs through 
the entire moral life, and profoundly influences the cultivation 
of the moral quality and the formation of the moral spirit of 
the Chinese nation. Benevolence is the highest moral standard, 
the basic spirit is to restrain oneself and return to propriety, 
that is, to require people in dealing with their own 
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relationships with others to "do not do unto others what you 
would not have them do unto you", to follow the "way of 
loyalty and forgiveness", to focus on benefiting others, and to 
downplay personal gains and losses; righteousness is the sum 
total of the common interests of society, the basic spirit is the 
social principle. Righteousness is the sum of the common 
interests of society, the basic spirit of social orientation, 
requiring people to face the conflict of righteousness and 
profit, righteousness in the profit first, give up the small me 
to achieve the big me, and oppose the exquisite egoist; Ritual 
is the sum of social hierarchy, law and ethical norms, the basic 
spirit of order and harmony, in today's society is to rely on 
morality and the law to constrain the requirements of people 
to be courteous and courteous, and to act in a proper manner; 
Wisdom is the sum of morality and rationality, the spirit is to 
discern and think deeply, requiring people to set up the right 
Wisdom is the sum of moral reasoning, the spirit of which lies 
in discernment and deep thinking, requiring people to 
establish correct value perceptions and moral judgments, and 
know how to distinguish right from wrong; Faith is the 
foundation of practical behavior, the spirit of which is 
sincerity without deception, requiring people to seek the truth 
and keep their word. These five principles ultimately embody 
the concept of "goodness". 

It is self-evident that this is a lesson for higher vocational 
education to establish higher moral values and set higher 
goals for educating people. Today, General Secretary Xi 
Jinping pointed out that in the new journey of building a 
modern socialist country, vocational education has a broad 
future and great potential. It is necessary to enhance the 
adaptability of vocational education, accelerate the 
construction of a modern vocational education system, and 
cultivate more high-quality technical and skilled talents, 
skilled craftsmen, and great national craftsmen. In order to 
cultivate high-quality technical and skillful talents, skilled 
craftsmen and artisans, China's vocational education should 
strengthen students' vocational ethics education, which is the 
fundamental requirement of "cultivating morality and 
nurturing people", and also the original intention of China's 
vocational education. "Moral education" is to put "virtue" in 
the first place in education, people without virtue can not 
stand, with high professional ethics students can be called 
high-quality skills and technical personnel, in order to inject 
youthful strength for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation. The original intention of Chinese vocational education 
is to cultivate all-round development of human beings, not to 
cultivate "robots", and the norms of "virtue" should not be 
missing in all-round development. 

3. An Actual Study on the Integration 
of Chinese Excellent Traditional 
Culture into Higher Vocational 
Education 

3.1. The cognitive bias of practicality leads to 
the marginalization of Chinese traditional 
culture education in higher vocational 
education 

In terms of talent cultivation concepts, higher vocational 
education has the cognitive bias of emphasizing pragmatism 
and neglecting spiritual connotation, which has led to the 
proliferation of the instrumental rationality of "skill 
supremacy". Talent quality specification paranoia in the 

"specialization" talent training, keen on vocational 
qualification certificates and skill level certificates, ignoring 
the traditional cultural education for students to improve 
humanistic qualities, ignoring the important influence of the 
excellent traditional Chinese culture in the cultivation of 
students' comprehensive qualities and the overall 
development of the students, and ignoring the pursuit of 
students' rational values, personality shaping and cultural 
cultivation. Correspondingly, teachers of higher vocational 
education put their energy into improving professional 
knowledge and skills and often neglect the cultivation of 
humanistic qualities. Students are so busy with various 
examinations and professional skills training that they lack a 
basic understanding of Chinese traditional culture. 

3.2. Wide range of excellent traditional 
Chinese culture makes the curriculum of 
higher vocational education difficult to set 
up 

Based on the higher vocational education's respect for 
"learning to use" and the bias in the knowledge and 
understanding of excellent traditional culture, the curriculum 
lacks attention to excellent traditional culture, which seems to 
be dispensable and difficult to be included in the teaching plan 
and curriculum system. Most of the institutions of higher 
learning regard traditional culture education as an elective 
content board, which is only used to satisfy the interest of 
some students or the need for credits, with a single structure 
and insufficient credit hours. In the language courses of 
higher vocational colleges and universities, it is found that 
some chapters on traditional culture are optional skimming 
texts, which makes the teachers pay no attention to the 
preparation of the courses and the students pay no attention to 
it, and then the proportion of traditional culture education in 
the courses is greatly reduced. 

Meanwhile, the curriculum system is incomplete. Although 
some higher vocational colleges and universities have 
strengthened the education of excellent traditional culture, 
they only superficially stay at the level of experience and 
general knowledge, and simply incorporate the content of 
excellent traditional culture into the modules of ideological 
and political education courses and public elective courses, 
and the systematic and integrative nature of the teaching 
content is poor, so it is difficult to construct its curriculum 
resources and curriculum system in line with the law of 
inheritance of excellent traditional culture. 

3.3. The single teaching mode of higher 
vocational colleges and universities makes 
the development of excellent traditional 
culture formalistic 

The teaching mode tends to be vocational practical training, 
the form of education is too single, the teaching content is not 
screened and processed according to the characteristics of 
higher vocational education students and most of the teaching 
materials are used to carry out traditional cultural education, 
which is difficult to mobilize the students' enthusiasm for 
learning and exploration, and inevitably results in the 
students' disinterest in the courses, and the learning effect is 
not good. Teaching and learning evaluation, higher vocational 
education, chasing the "learning and efficiency" of high 
efficiency and standardization, mainly based on the qualified 
skills of graduates and high employment rate as a measure of 
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the level of education quality indicators. Especially in the 
current severe employment situation, higher vocational 
colleges and universities are keen on the "result-oriented 
evaluation" of the degree of skill level proficiency, and 
generally ignore the humanistic quality and comprehensive 
quality of excellent traditional culture. 

The lack of professional teachers also affects the effective 
implementation of teaching to a certain extent. Most of the 
teachers in higher vocational colleges and universities who 
are responsible for the teaching of excellent traditional culture 
are not full-time teachers, but teachers of any discipline can 
act as teachers, especially some teachers lack of knowledge 
reserves of Chinese excellent traditional culture, humanistic 
literacy is not high, and they can not be competent in the 
teaching of Chinese excellent traditional culture education. 
Moreover, some teachers have outdated teaching methods, 
are used to the intellectual propaganda and "duck-filling 
indoctrination" of cultural knowledge, focus on the teaching 
of scientific principles and programmed basic operating 
procedures, and pay insufficient attention to the ultimate care, 
value pursuit, experience and character cultivation of Chinese 
excellent traditional culture, resulting in the passive cognition 
of the knowledge points of Chinese excellent traditional 
culture by the students. This results in students' passive 
cognition of the knowledge points of Chinese traditional 
culture and fragmented memorization of traditional customs, 
and the learning effect is not good. 

4. A Consequential Study on the 
Integration of Chinese Excellent 
Traditional Culture into Higher 
Vocational Education 

4.1. Adhering to the concept of people-oriented 
cultural cultivation and top-level design of 
curriculum ideology and politics 

The mainstream culture of traditional Chinese culture has 
always focused on the orderly harmony of human society and 
the realization of life's ideals, and on this basis has promoted 
the social care of benevolence, love and commonwealth, and 
the establishment of one's own self and the achievement of 
others. Confucianism puts forward the idea of "loving 
others"[2], and Confucius' "The Benevolent One loves others" 
and Mencius' "If we are friends in and out of the country, 
watch out for each other, and support each other in sickness, 
then the people will be in good relations with each other"[3] 
all call for harmony and goodness in the society. However, 
there are differences in the order in which Confucianism 
advocates the "love of mankind" in terms of proximity and 
distance. Because in essence, Confucianism advocates "love", 
is the clan as the core of the bloodline to the outward 
diminishing love, the bottom line delineated in the "do not do 
unto others as you would not have them do unto you". In the 
same era, another prominent school of thought, the Mohists, 
opposed this kind of differentiated love of Confucianism, 
advocating "concurrent and easy to differentiate", and loving 
others as they love themselves, with no difference. Instead of 
the differentiated "benevolence", the undifferentiated 
"universal love" was used. In addition to social harmony, 
Chinese traditional culture also builds a symbiotic 
relationship between human beings and nature. During the 
Warring States period, Zisi and Mencius clearly put forward 
the theory that human beings and heaven are in harmony, 

emphasizing the unity of heaven and humanity, and the 
interconnectedness of nature and human beings. It affirms the 
subjective status of man while maintaining full respect and 
reverence for nature, emphasizing the harmonious symbiosis 
between man and nature on the basis of a human-centered 
approach. 

The comprehensive education concept and form of all-
member, all-round, all-course pattern of educating people, the 
various types of courses and ideological and political 
education in the same direction, to form a synergistic effect, 
and to make "cultivating morality and educating people" as 
the fundamental task of education. There are not only the 
overall integration of ideology and politics in professional 
courses, but also special traditional culture courses. For 
example, in combination with the cultivation of 
craftsmanship, the "New Six Arts" course is offered, which 
creatively combines the "six arts" of ancient China, namely 
"rites, music, archery, imperialism, calligraphy and 
mathematics", with modern vocational skills; the "New Six 
Arts" course is offered, which closely combines the "six arts" 
of ancient China with modern vocational skills. We also offer 
the "Socialist Core Values Traditional Culture Storytelling" 
course series. In terms of students' moral upbringing and 
vocational ability training, the teaching and practice of 
traditional culture is used to strengthen students' vocational 
ethics and enhance their technical ability. Cultivate students' 
artisanal qualities and abilities such as concentration, 
proficiency and dedication. The systematic design of 
curriculum Civics helps vocational colleges to form a more 
complete ecological system on the basis of their own 
professional characteristics, which not only meets the needs 
of education and teaching, but also helps the formation of the 
college's distinctive culture. 

4.2. Excellent traditional culture is combined 
with the construction of professional 
connotation and fully integrated into the 
curriculum system 

Incorporate the excellent traditional culture into the overall 
development planning and professional talent training 
programs. As a cultural carrier, the curriculum carries the 
important role of educating people with culture, clarifying the 
due logic of transforming traditional culture into students' 
inner character, core competence and comprehensive literacy 
in the construction of the curriculum, and seeking the 
educational path to realize the creative transformation and 
innovative development of traditional culture through the 
curriculum. This requires the integration of school curriculum 
resources and the construction of a multi-dimensional 
professional curriculum system. We actively construct 
modularized courses such as ideological and moral courses, 
cultural knowledge courses, art and sports courses, social 
practice courses, creative courses, etc. of dense culture, and 
find out the excellent traditional cultural resources that match 
with the professional characteristics, industry spirit and job 
requirements and integrate them into the discipline system. 

In the existing curriculum system, traditional and cultural 
general courses, elective courses (including school-based 
elective courses), and traditional skills training courses can be 
appropriately added, and the intrinsic connection between the 
on-campus courses and extracurricular quality development 
sessions, cultural lectures and social practices such as cultural 
trips to the countryside (including cultural volunteering and 
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field trips) can be strengthened, so that all-around, whole-
process integration can be integrated into the disciplinary 
teaching material system.[4] Offering general courses such as 
poetry appreciation, calligraphy art, appreciation of classical 
Chinese novels, setting up appreciation courses for paintings, 
poems, works of art, music, opera, folk art, etc., and 
incorporating hands-on courses on traditional skills such as 
calligraphy, paper-cutting, stone-carving, paper puppets, etc., 
as well as theoretical courses on subjects such as "An 
Introduction to Chinese Culture," "Appreciation of Ancient 
Literary Works," recitation of famous pieces of artisanal spirit, 
national culture and culture, and ethical and legal systems, 
etc.[5], so as to make the excellent traditional culture courses 
and the outstanding traditional cultural elements in the 
professional curriculum go in the same direction, and to 
enhance the students' artistic and humanistic literacy. 

At the same time, increase the proportion and the number 
of class sections of the curriculum accounted for by the 
traditional culture courses, effectively dovetail with the 
existing curriculum, emphasize the comprehensive design of 
the curriculum, interdisciplinary integration and 
interoperability, such as: focusing on combining with the 
teaching of the course of ideology and politics, and digging 
deep into the knowledge related to professionalism and 
humanistic literacy; in the selection of the content of the 
professional courses, before the national unified curriculum 
outline and teaching standards are issued, to be used with the 
country's, Before the national unified curriculum outline and 
teaching standards are issued, we should use national, cultural 
and educational scales to make scientific selection and design, 
and systematically incorporate and modernize and innovate 
the traditional cultural resources that fit the school's 
characteristics, the orientation of professional talent 
cultivation, and are beneficial to the students' physical and 
mental development, as well as to the development of the 
society and the national unity. 

4.3. Creating a professional faculty to perfectly 
match the excellent traditional culture 
with teaching activities 

Teachers are the most direct promoters and implementers 
of education and practice activities, and it is an inevitable 
requirement for the integration of excellent traditional culture 
into higher vocational education to build a full-time and part-
time teaching team that masters the essence of excellent 
traditional culture, is culturally self-confident, has the mission 
and responsibility to bear, and is capable of traditional culture 
education and professional education. Enhance the traditional 
cultural literacy of all teachers, formulate a teacher training 
plan aiming at improving teachers' traditional cultural literacy, 
consolidate cultural knowledge, deepen the cognition of 
excellent traditional culture, and enhance the ability to think 
dialectically about the limitations of the times and the 
significance of the reality of excellent traditional culture. 
Teachers are regularly organized to carry out educational and 
pedagogical research on outstanding traditional culture, 
teaching observation and discussion, and collective lesson 
planning and design, in order to improve their ability to 
develop and teach traditional culture curricula[6]. At the same 
time, set up an excellent traditional culture teaching and 
research office, carry forward the culture of the teaching and 
research office, strengthen the research on students in higher 
vocational colleges and universities as well as the teaching of 

traditional culture education, and organize teachers with a 
certain foundation of excellent traditional culture education to 
teach traditional culture courses on a full-time or part-time 
basis. Create a diversified educational backbone team, fully 
explore social resources, and train more teachers for the 
school with the help of professional power. 

At the same time, teachers should continue to innovate 
teaching methods. In terms of teaching purpose, teachers 
should pay attention to the hidden characteristics of 
traditional culture, deeply explore its historical lineage, life 
value, and the significance of the times and social value 
embedded in it, and acquire the ideological concepts and 
behaviors of the society in which they live, so as to realize the 
modernization and transformation of traditional culture. In 
terms of teaching content, excellent traditional skills are 
integrated into the teaching of relevant knowledge points, so 
that students can understand the process, artistic value and 
social value of excellent traditional skills, and new 
technologies, new techniques and new standards are timely 
incorporated into the teaching standards and content, so that 
students can cultivate the spirit of craftsmanship and 
vocational morality in the course of internship practice. Deal 
with the independence and coupling between cultural 
elements and disciplinary knowledge elements, and avoid 
generalizing the teaching of excellent traditional culture and 
disciplinary teaching to cause cultural diffusion and 
narrowing of "characteristics for the sake of characteristics" 
and "form for the sake of publicity effect", and equate 
excellent traditional culture with a certain type of skill activity, 
social value and timely incorporation of new technologies and 
new standards into teaching standards and teaching content, 
so that students can cultivate craftsmanship and vocational 
ethics in the process of internship and practice. The teaching 
of excellent traditional culture is equated with the teaching of 
academic subjects, resulting in cultural diffusion and 
narrowing, "special features for the sake of special features" 
and "formality for the sake of publicity effect", and the 
narrowing of culture by equating excellent traditional culture 
with a certain type of skill activity or skill. In the 
implementation of teaching, excellent traditional culture 
education should be transformed into a part of students' daily 
learning activities with educational significance, combined 
with the contents of daily textbooks, and promoted gradually 
and consistently, and students should be guided to carry out a 
series of comprehensive learning in a scientific way. In terms 
of teaching methodology, it is necessary to change the past 
practice of presenting students with "empty words" or abstract 
ethical dogmas, and the ultimate result of excellent traditional 
culture education is not for students to mechanically recite 
and memorize, but for them to submerge themselves in taste 
and practice. In terms of teaching evaluation, the development 
of students is value-oriented, and "process evaluation" is 
emphasized. 
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