
Journal of Education and Educational Research 
ISSN: 2957-9465 | Vol. 11, No. 2, 2024 

 

318 

The	Logic	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Youth	League	
Always	Following	the	Party	is	Inevitable	
Yanni Shi 

Northwest A&F University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China 

 

Abstract: The history of struggle and development over the past hundred years profoundly shows that the reason why the 
Chinese Communist Youth League can lead Chinese youth to make important contributions to the construction of a strong country 
and national rejuvenation and create brilliant achievements, in the final analysis, is to firmly support the leadership of the CPC 
and take the socialist road with Chinese characteristics.  The Communist Youth League of China always follows the Party, which 
contains profound historical, emotional, value, and logical inevitability of the times. It is the cultural background for the 
Communist Youth League of China to maintain its original intention, the spiritual coordinates for forging ahead, and the 
organizational driving force for making achievements. It provides theoretical guidance, strength guarantee, and value guidance 
for the Communist Youth League of China to unite and lead young people to sustainable development.  
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1. Introduction 
The report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist 

Party of China pointed out that "the vast number of young 
people must resolutely listen to the Party's words, follow the 
Party, embrace their dreams and be down-to-earth, dare to 
think, dare to do and do well, and aspire to be good young 
people in the new era who have ideals, dare to take on 
responsibilities, can endure hardships, and are willing to 
struggle". The Communist Youth League of China, as an 
advanced youth organization developed under the leadership 
of the Party, has fulfilled its resolute oath of always following 
the Party for more than a hundred years with its youthful 
talents and remarkable achievements.  Always following the 
Party is the cultural foundation for the Communist Youth 
League of China to maintain its original aspiration, the 
spiritual coordinates for forging ahead, and the organizational 
driving force for making achievements. A profound 
understanding of its internal historical logic, emotional logic, 
value logic, and era logic is the essence of the Communist 
Youth League of China uniting and leading young people to 
enhance their "four consciousnesses", strengthen their "four 
confidences", and achieve "two safeguards".  

2. Same Root and Same Source: 
Always Following the Party is a 
truth tested by the history of the 
Chinese youth movement, containing 
profound historical logic  

Looking back at the magnificent history of the Chinese 
youth movement, the Communist Youth League has always 
carried forward the fine tradition of "the Party has a call, the 
Youth League has action", won the hearts of young people 
and gathered their strength for the Party, and made positive 
contributions and played an important role in various 
historical periods of revolution, construction, and reform.  
By applying Marxist philosophical thinking to understand the 
historical evolution of the Communist Youth League of China 
always following the Party, one can deeply appreciate the 

truth and faith power proven by history and practice.  
1. Driven by a noble sense of national mission.  After the 

Opium War of 1840, a group of Chinese advanced youth who 
were full of patriotism, lofty ideals, and fighting spirit were 
thinking about the way out for the nation and the future of the 
country. They were committed to fighting against the 
oppression of imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucratic 
capitalism. They were committed to saving the Chinese 
people from suffering. In the struggle to achieve the 
independence, prosperity, and strength of the Chinese nation, 
they demonstrated the mission of the Chinese advanced youth.  
The 1911 Xinhai Revolution brought a glimmer of hope to the 
crisis ridden China, as the concept of democracy and 
republicanism permeated the minds of the people. However, 
the goal and task of anti imperialism and anti feudalism were 
not achieved, and the nature of China's semi colonial and semi 
feudal society remained unchanged.  At the time of national 
crisis, the Chinese advanced youth burst out a strong desire to 
save the country and the people, and urgently needed to carry 
out the revolutionary movement in an organized, 
programmatic and planned way, which made a good talent 
reserve for the birth of the CPC and the Chinese Youth League.  

2. Enlightenment of advanced cultural ideas.  The launch 
and rise of the New Culture Movement in 1915 marked that 
Chinese youth, as a new force, were about to step onto the 
social and historical stage, representing that Chinese youth, in 
the form of new youth, embarked on the path of salvation and 
survival.  The October Revolution in 1917 sowed the seeds 
of Marxism Leninism on the land of China. The Chinese 
advanced youth finally saw the dawn in the fog of exploring 
to save the nation from extinction. They studied the 
experience of the October Revolution and took Marxism 
Leninism as a new spiritual pillar to lead the Chinese people 
to independence.  The outbreak of the May 4th Movement in 
1919 baptized China's advanced youth ideologically, aroused 
the great awakening of the Chinese people and the Chinese 
nation, promoted the wider and deeper spread of Marxism, 
and hastened the birth of the CPC and the Chinese Youth 
League.  

3. Interweaving of intimate organizational origins.  The 
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early Chinese Marxist pioneers were ready to establish the 
Chinese Youth League when they were brewing the 
establishment of the CPC. The establishment of the Youth 
League was one of the activities and work of the early 
Communists.  From the very beginning of its establishment, 
the organization of the Chinese Youth League has been 
positioned as a preparatory school for the CPC, preparing for 
the CPC in strength. The two have a special political 
relationship that has been handed down from generation to 
generation.  Throughout the history of the development of 
the Chinese Youth League, the name of the organization has 
changed from the Chinese Socialist Youth League to the 
Chinese Communist Youth League and the Chinese New 
Democratic Youth League [2]. Finally, the CPC kindly added 
communism to the Youth League again, and changed it back 
to the Chinese Communist Youth League. Thus, there was the 
affectionate "Mother named us with communism" in the 
Chinese Communist Youth League song. The CPC was 
founded in 1921, and the Chinese Socialist Youth League was 
founded the next year. From a historical perspective, the care, 
leadership and help of the CPC provided a strong 
organizational guarantee for the birth of the Chinese Youth 
League.  

3. Same Robe and Same Ze: Always 
Following the Party is the basis for 
the establishment of the party 
caucus through the smoke and war, 
containing a strong emotional logic  

On the journey to realize the great cause of national 
rejuvenation, the Communist Youth League of China deeply 
trusts and closely follows the CPC, contributing irreplaceable 
youth power to the cause of the Party.  The birth background 
of the CPC and the Communist Youth League of China and 
their experiences in different stages of revolutionary 
construction determine their emotional relationship of being 
together through thick and thin.  

1. Assistance and support in revolutionary movements.  
Under the leadership of the CPC, the Chinese Socialist Youth 
League actively participated in organizing and launching the 
national revolutionary movement, the agrarian revolution, 
defending revolutionary bases and the war against aggression, 
and helped the Communist Party set off the climax of the 
national salvation revolution.  The Chinese Socialist Youth 
League went deep into the working class and peasants, led the 
youth, mobilized the masses, and played a significant role in 
sparking a wave of workers' movements, opposing warlord 
rule, and imperialist oppression.  In this stage of the 
revolutionary struggle, there were wage struggles led by 
young workers, the May 30th Movement against imperialism, 
the December 9th Movement and other events. Revolutionary 
youth in the Youth League were repeatedly killed and 
suppressed. When the Chinese Socialist Youth League was 
deeply frustrated, the CPC, a more mature political group, 
gave the Youth League organization love and guidance. The 
Youth League organization's ideological awareness was 
further improved, and its struggle experience was further 
enriched. In the face of the chaos of warlords and the smoke 
of anti imperialism and anti feudalism, the Chinese patriotic 
youth insisted on carrying out party activities in the name of 
the Youth League.  In the test of blood and fire in the 
revolutionary movement, the CPC and the Chinese 
Communist Youth League share weal and woe.  

2. Leading and following in socialist construction and 
reform.  The Communist Youth League of China is the 
vanguard of building and defending the new China, connected 
with the CPC by blood, a new force in China's socialist reform 
movement, and a reliable assistant for the Party to rally youth.  
In the process of construction and reform, the Communist 
Youth League underwent the test of the "Cultural Revolution", 
suffered severe damage to its organization, and the Secretariat 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Youth League 
was reorganized. At a time when the Communist Youth 
League was on the brink of life and death, the Third Plenary 
Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China revitalized the organization.  Especially since 
the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, 
the Party Central Committee has devoted a lot of effort to the 
work of youth and the Communist Youth League. It often 
listens to the voices of young people, cares about their growth, 
encourages them to succeed, and gives them great 
encouragement with warm words.  

4. Unity of Heart and Virtue: Always 
Following the Party is the gene for 
the continuous development of the 
Communist Youth League's cause, 
containing clear value logic  

Being a good assistant and reserve force of the Party is the 
Party's consistent expectation and requirement for the Youth 
League, the main responsibility and business of the Youth 
League, the unique advantage of the Youth League 
organization, and the fundamental guarantee for the 
sustainable development of the Youth League.  

1. Highlighting the common pursuit of values.  The 
fundamental difference of political organizations lies in their 
purposes, programs and classes. The CPC and the Communist 
Youth League share the same underlying value logic. They 
are both brewed by early Marxist pioneers, inspired by the 
wisdom of Marxist theory, adhere to the anti imperialist and 
anti-feudal programs, and work tirelessly for the liberation 
and rejuvenation of the nation and the interests of the country 
and the people.  In 1950, the design of the Communist Youth 
League flag was completed. The red flag symbolizes the 
victory of the revolution, and the yellow five pointed star and 
the yellow circle around it symbolize the close unity of the 
Chinese youth around the CPC [3]. The design of the Youth 
League emblem was completed in 1959, consisting of the 
Youth League flag, gears, wheat ears, ribbons, the rising sun 
and its radiance, symbolizing the Communist Youth League's 
unity among young people of all ethnic groups under the 
shining light of Marxism Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, 
and their brave progress towards the direction guided by the 
Party. The group flag and emblem have the same or similar 
elements as the party flag and emblem, and the serious 
organizational logo reflects the common values and concepts 
of both.  

2. Clarified the value indicators of the team organization.  
The education policy of the Communist Party of China is to 
cultivate people with morality and talent, prioritize morality, 
and promote comprehensive development of morality, 
intelligence, physical fitness, aesthetics, and labor skills. It 
can be seen that "morality" has always been placed in the 
primary position of educating people.  Adhering to the 
leadership of the CPC and unswervingly following the path 
of socialism with Chinese characteristics is a great virtue for 
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young people in the new era. The Communist Youth League 
must do a good job in ideological and political education and 
moral value guidance for young people, and lead them to 
move in the right political direction.  The Communist Youth 
League has a wide coverage and standardized management 
mechanism, which can extend its educational reach to every 
young person and facilitate the mobilization and organization 
of young people to unite around the Party.  The Party flag 
refers to the direction of the Youth League flag. Whatever the 
Party asks, the Youth League will do. The Communist Youth 
League takes the initiative to incorporate its work into the 
Party's major decision-making and overall framework, and 
continues to play a leading role as an example in tasks such 
as epidemic prevention and control, flood rescue, and 
volunteer service.  

5. Walking in the same direction: 
Always following the Party is an 
unshirkable responsibility of the new 
youth, which contains a distinct logic 
of the times  

Chinese youth integrate their youthful struggles into the 
cause of the Party and the people, becoming the vanguard 
force for realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.  
Always following the Party is an important statement made 
by the Communist Youth League of China based on an 
objective grasp of youth development and an accurate 
understanding of the historical position and mission of the 
Youth League in the era.  

1. Be able to steer the direction of striving forward with 
courage.  It is the original mission of the CPC and the 
Communist Youth League of China to seek happiness for the 
Chinese people and rejuvenation for the Chinese nation.  
Actively striving for national rejuvenation and the interests of 
the people has become the overall direction and goal for the 
growth and success of contemporary youth.  The direction 
determines the path, and the goal drives the struggle. Youth 
League members should firmly grasp the theme of the times, 
and on the vast canvas of the new era, use their high spirits 
and unremitting efforts to paint a magnificent new picture of 
the Chinese youth movement.  

2. It can gather the youthful power to achieve great success.  
The Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China on the Major Achievements and Historical 
Experience of the Party's Century long Struggle summarizes 
the ten historical experiences of the Party, the first of which is 
to uphold the Party's leadership. Adhering to the 
comprehensive leadership of the Party, especially the 
centralized and unified leadership of the Party Central 
Committee, is the fundamental advantage for governing the 
world's largest ruling party and the most populous country.  
The great achievements of the CPC have a strong appeal and 
persuasiveness. Under the leadership of the Party, all groups 
in China have worked together to focus on major events; 
Under the organization of the Youth League, the Chinese 
youth movement has always listened to the Party, followed 
the Party, and walked with the people. For a hundred years, it 

has been the source of vitality for the Chinese spiritual lineage 
and strength.  

3. It can enhance the confidence in benchmarking and 
development. The Party's self-purification, self-improvement, 
self-renewal, and self-improvement have set a benchmark for 
the Communist Youth League of China, aligning with the 
comprehensive strict governance of the Party and promoting 
the comprehensive strict governance of the Communist Youth 
League. Strengthening Party building leads to the 
construction of the Communist Youth League and promotes 
Party building through the construction of the Communist 
Youth League, and implementing the requirements of strict 
governance of the Communist Youth League throughout the 
entire process of political construction, ideological 
construction, organizational construction, work style 
construction, discipline construction, and discipline 
construction. The Communist Youth League of China insists 
on keeping pace with the times, actively adapting to the new 
situation of the Communist Youth League reform and the new 
characteristics of the youth, continuously enhancing its 
political, progressiveness and mass character, preventing the 
institutionalization, administration, aristocratization and 
entertainment, further implementing the principle of "the 
party governing youth", always grasping the core task of 
ideological and political guidance, uniting and leading the 
youth to follow the party unswervingly, and striving to 
cultivate the builders and successors of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics who have both ability and integrity 
and are comprehensively developing.  

6. Epilogue  
On the hundred-year journey of youth, always follow the 

Party.  Through the storms of the century and embarking on 
a new century long journey, the Communist Youth League of 
China will continue to lead its youth members to work hard 
and tirelessly, leaving a distinct mark of youthful struggle on 
the new journey of the new era.  
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