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Abstract: This paper focuses on the art of sculpture in Romantic architectural decoration in 19th century Europe, aiming to
systematically sort out its artistic characteristics and historical background, and reveal its role and value in architectural art. The
study adopts literature research, image analysis and comparative research method, and finds that Romantic architecture emerged
as a result of social changes such as the Industrial Revolution and nationalism, and broke the classical symmetry in style, and
made a lot of use of decorative techniques such as carving. Influenced by Romanticism, the carving pattern emphasizes emotional
expression and natural symbiosis, and the theme covers nature, myth, history, etc. It has the functions of decorative beautification,
cultural inheritance and emotional rendering, and forms an artistic association with architectural space in defining, creating
atmosphere and guiding vision. Different countries present different characteristics due to cultural differences, with France
having Gothic and medieval mystical poetry, Britain embodying idyllic and national characteristics, and Germany integrating
national traditional elements. Their artistic achievements are outstanding and have a profound influence on the architectural art
of later generations, which is a precious heritage of European culture and art history. The study fills in the research data of related
fields and provides historical reference for contemporary architectural design.
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former is used to fight against the classical art. There are even
fewer specialized researches for its carving patterns.
Therefore, this study is expected to fill in the supplement of
related fields in domestic and international academic circles
and contribute to the promotion of in-depth research on
Romantic architectural art.

1. Introduction

1.1. Purpose and Significance of the Study

The main purpose of this study is to systematically sort out
and analyze the artistic characteristics of carved patterns in
the 19th century European Romantic architectural decoration
and its historical background, and to reveal its unique role and 1.3. Research Methodology and Approach

value in architectural art. By digging deeper into the This study will be carried out by a combination of literature
relationship ~ between carved patterns and Romantic research method, image analysis method and comparative
architectural style, as well as its influence on later generations research method. Firstly, through extensive review of relevant
of architecture and design, this study aims to enhance the literature and materials at home and abroad, we will
overall knowledge and evaluation of Romantic architectural systematically sort out the development lineage and stylistic

art. At the same time, through the meticulous study of
sculptural patterns, this study also helps to deepen the
understanding of European culture and art history, and
provides historical reference and inspiration for
contemporary architectural design and decorative arts.

characteristics of Romantic architecture and its decorative
arts in 19th century Europe. Secondly, the image analysis
method is used to observe and categorize the carving patterns
in Romantic architecture, so as to reveal their artistic styles
and expressive methods. Finally, the similarities and
differences of the carving patterns in Romantic architecture in
different countries and regions, as well as their historical
background and cultural connotations, are explored through

1.2. Overview of the Current Status of
Domestic and International Research

In foreign academic circles, the study of Romantic comparative research. On this basis, this study will form a
architecture and its decorative arts has achieved certain results. comprehensive knowledge and in-depth understanding of the
Scholars from different perspectives on the Romantic art of carving patterns in 19th century European Romantic
architecture style characteristics, historical background and architectural decoration.

social impact of in-depth discussion. However, the research
specifically focusing on engraved patterns is relatively few, 2. An Overview of 19th Century

and is mostly scattered in various comprehensive works of European Romantic Architecture
architectural history and art history. In the domestic academic

circles, the study of 19th century European Romantic 2.1. Historical Background of Romantic
architecture is still in its infancy, and Romanticism is Architecture

characterized by the demand for freedom of individuality and
the promotion of natural nature, and at the same time, the
natural form of medieval handicraft art is used to oppose the
crafts made by machines under the capitalist system, and the

As Europe in the 19th century experienced profound social
changes, including the Industrial Revolution, the rise of
nationalism, and the reflection on the rationality of the Age of
Enlightenment. These changes provided fertile soil for the
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rise of Romantic architecture. Romanticism, as a cultural
trend, opposed the rationalism and notion of order of the Age
of Enlightenment and emphasized individuality, emotion, and
the connection between nature and history. In the field of
architecture, Romantic architects attempted to express these
ideas through architectural forms and decorations (Li
Yueming, 2022), in contrast to the social and cultural context
of the time.

2.2. Stylistic Characteristics of Romantic
Architecture

The stylistic features of Romantic architecture are diverse
and expressive. First of all, in form, Romantic architecture
often adopts irregular and dynamic shapes to break the
symmetry and balance of classical architecture (Li Zhengyu,
2025). Secondly, in terms of materials, Romantic architects
favored the use of natural materials, such as stone and wood,
to emphasize the connection between architecture and nature.
In addition, in terms of decoration, Romantic architecture
made extensive use of carving, painting and other techniques
to create a rich and varied artistic effect (Wang Feng,2025).
The carving patterns not only beautify the city, but also the
city's interior and exterior. These carving patterns not only
beautify the appearance of the building, but also carry the
architect's emotional expression and symbolism.

2.3. The intersection of Romantic architecture
with other art forms

Romantic architecture in 19th century Europe is not only a
pile of masonry and wood, but also a product of deep
integration with various art forms such as painting, sculpture,
literature, etc.(Guo Qing,2015).During this period, architects
were deeply influenced by Romantic literature and pursued
the free expression of emotion and the infinite beauty of
nature, incorporating these ideas into architectural design to
create spaces that were both solemn and poetic. Romantic
architecture has a close connection and intermingling with
other art forms. First, Romantic architecture interacted with
art forms such as painting and sculpture. Many Romantic
architects were also painters or sculptors, and they

incorporated their artistic ideas into their architectural designs.

Secondly, Romantic architecture also shared common themes
and expressions with art forms such as literature and music.
For example, themes such as reverence for nature and history,
and expression of individuality and emotion are reflected in
both Romantic architecture and literature. This cross-art form
intermingling makes Romantic architecture more colorful and
expressive.

3. The Artistic Expression of
Sculptural Patterns in 19th Century
European Romantic Architecture

3.1. The artistic style and characteristics of
carving patterns

The carving patterns in the 19th century European
Romantic architecture show a unique artistic style and
characteristics. This period of carving patterns by the
influence of romanticism, emphasizing emotional expression
and individuality, the pursuit of harmony with nature and
symbiosis of aesthetic concepts. These carving patterns are
often dynamic, free and unrestrained, in contrast to the strict
symmetry of classical architecture. They not only depict
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natural elements, such as flowers, vines, leaves, etc., but also
often incorporate mythological, historical and literary themes,
reflecting Romanticism's reverence for nature and history(Wu
Dan,2016) In addition, the details of the carving pattern are
finely handled, and the lines are smooth and elegant, showing
the Romantic architect's exquisite carving skills and the
persistent pursuit of beauty.

In terms of carving techniques, Romantic architecture tends
to use vivid, smooth and dynamic lines, creating a free and
unrestrained artistic atmosphere. The motifs are mostly taken
from myths and legends, historical stories and natural scenery,
showing the desire and pursuit of beautiful things through
delicate and subtle carvings.(Tang Jichuan, Sun
Yunjie,2014).In addition, the Romantic architectural carving
pattern also pays attention to the use of color to bright, rich
hues to enhance the visual impact, so that the building as a
whole appears more vivid and lively.(Xiao He,2001)These
patterns not only decorate the building itself, but also give the
building to the soul and emotion, making it a living work of
art.

3.2. The Artistic Function of Carving Patterns
in Architectural Decoration

In architectural decoration, carving patterns play an
important artistic function. From the point of view of
decorative function, carving pattern is the architectural
appearance of colorful clothes. They are either carved on the
building facade, intertwined with curly grass pattern and
flower pattern, giving the building delicate and soft, like the
Arc de Triomphe in Paris, its exquisite relief patterns, from
mythological stories to war scenes, with rich layers, greatly
enhancing the visual impact of the building, becoming the
focus of people's attention to the art of focusing on the
building to get rid of the monotony, overflowing with artistic
charm.(Chen Gao Ming, Cui Can,2023).

Carving patterns are also silent messengers of cultural
inheritance. Romantic architecture often looks back to history,
and the carving patterns of Gothic, Renaissance and other
styles are reinterpreted and utilized. Gothic elements such as
pointed arches, flower window lattices and other carvings,
convey the mystery and solemnity of the Middle Ages, evoke
the memory of the past culture and respect, in the new
building to continue the ancient cultural lineage, so that the
tradition can be inherited and developed in the change of the
times.(Liu Yishi,2023).The function of emotional rendering
should not be underestimated. Through different thematic
patterns, architecture can convey various emotions. The relief
of heroes inspires people's patriotic passion and national pride;
the pattern symbolizing love and hope injects a warm and
romantic atmosphere into the architectural space. People can
deeply feel the emotional power contained in the building and
trigger strong emotional resonance.

Carving patterns in the 19th century European romantic
architecture, decorative beautification, heritage -culture,
rendering emotional multiple artistic functions, become an
indispensable element of the soul of the architectural art,
shaping both beauty and connotation of the architectural
masterpieces for future generations to leave a valuable
cultural wealth.

3.3. The Artistic Relationship between
Sculptural Patterns and Architectural
Space

In 19th-century European Romantic architecture, sculpture



and architectural space were intimate companions, creating a
unique and fascinating artistic connection. Sculpture is a
subtle definer of architectural space. As shown in Table 1, in
the grand church building, the complex carvings on the
column heads are like an invisible dividing line of space,

separating the nave from the side aisles. These carvings not
only have a decorative role, but also through the unique shape
and layout, suggesting the transformation of spatial functions,
guiding the path of believers' actions, so that the internal
space of the building is divided into natural and orderly.

Table 1. Artistic images of carved motifs in Romantic architectural decorations in various European countries in the 19th century

Notre Dame de Paris

Capitol
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plants, roses

Vines, flowers, lions

Sculptural motifs are even better at creating atmosphere. In
Romantic architecture, which seeks to express emotion,
specific motifs can create an atmosphere that suits the purpose
of the space. In the living room of a private residence, elegant
vines and birds as the theme of the carving pattern, decorated
in the ceiling and walls, injected into the space of relaxation
and pleasure, warm and romantic atmosphere, suitable for the
needs of social gatherings. In monumental buildings, solemn
reliefs of figures and geometric patterns symbolizing power
create a solemn and reverent atmosphere, reinforcing the
monumental significance of the space.

Carved patterns also assume the function of visual
guidance, skillfully planning the direction of people's eyes in
the architectural space. The continuous pattern carved along
the handrails of the stairs attracts people's eyes to move from
bottom to top, increasing the dynamics of the staircase space
and making the vertical transportation area no longer
monotonous. In the large public space of the building, the
beautifully carved pattern of the central dome becomes the
visual center, converging people's eyes upwards, highlighting
the grandeur and openness of the space, and enhancing the
depth and three-dimensional sense of space.

4. Artistic Interpretation of Sculptural
Patterns in Romantic Architectural
Decoration in Nineteenth-Century
European Countries

4.1. The Art of Sculptural Patterns in French
Romantic Architecture

In France, the carved motifs in Romantic architecture show
a unique artistic charm. Influenced by Gothic and medieval
art, French sculptural motifs of this period often present a
mysterious and poetic atmosphere. Common natural elements
in the pattern design, such as winding vines, complex floral
patterns, as well as symbolic animal images, such as lions,
eagles and so on. These sculptural patterns not only enrich the
appearance of the building, but also convey the architect's
deep thoughts on nature, history and culture through their
symbolism.
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Florence Cathedral

Cologne Cathedral

mythological figures character stories

4.2. The Art of Sculptural Pattern in English
Romantic Architecture

Romantic architecture in Britain also focuses on the use of
carving patterns. Unlike France, the sculptural patterns of
England show more of an idyllic landscape and national
characteristics. Common design elements include landscapes,
plants, birds, and patterns with national symbolism, such as
roses and thistles. These carving patterns not only reflect the
love of British Romantic architecture for nature and national
traditions, but also reflect the architect's pursuit of a
harmonious symbiosis between art and nature.

4.3. The Art of Sculptural Patterns in German
Romantic Architecture

In Germany, the carvings in Romantic architecture display
a distinctive national and regional style. German carving
patterns often incorporate traditional elements of the
Germanic peoples, such as mythological figures, folk tales,
and symbolic animal and plant motifs. These carvings not
only add a mysterious and romantic atmosphere for the
building, but also convey the German people's pride and
respect for national history and culture through its symbolism.

4.4. An Overview of the Art of Sculptural
Patterns in Romantic Architecture in
Other Countries

In addition to France, Britain and Germany, the Romantic
architecture of other European countries is also rich in the
artistic expression of carving patterns. For example, in Italy,
the carving pattern often shows the combination of classical
and romantic characteristics, into the ancient Greek and
Roman art elements; in Spain and Portugal, the carving
pattern is influenced by the Gothic and Moorish art, showing
a unique and diversified style. These different countries
carving pattern art mutual reference, fusion, together
constitute the 19th century European romanticism building
decoration in carving pattern of the bright picture scroll.

Through comparative analysis, we can see from Table 1
that although the Romantic buildings in different countries



show different artistic styles and cultural characteristics in the
carving patterns, they all demonstrate a deep understanding
of nature, the pursuit of beauty and history and culture. These
carvings not only decorate the buildings, but are also rich in
symbolism, reflecting the thoughts and feelings of the artists
of various countries.

Table 2. Artistic Characteristics of Sculptural Patterns in Romantic
Architectural Decoration of European Countries in the 19th

Century
Countr artistic design representative
y features elements architecture
. Vines,
GOthl.C zud Flowers, Notre Dame de
France Medieval . .
Lions, Paris
Influences
Eagles
United Idylls ffmd Landscapes, .
Kingdom Ethnic plants, roses, Reichstag
Character artichokes
Ethnic Mythological
German Traditions and | figures, folk Cologne
y Regional tales, flora Cathedral
Characteristics and fauna
By Classical art
other . elements Florence
" Classical
countries (character Cathedral
Influences :
stories)

5. The Artistic Value and Historical
Influence of Carved Patterns in
Romantic Architectural Decoration
in 19th Century Europe

5.1. The Artistic Achievement and Value
Assessment of Carved Patterns

The carving patterns in 19th century European Romantic
architecture have made remarkable artistic achievements with
its unique artistic style and exquisite craftsmanship. These
carvings not only enriched the appearance and connotation of
the buildings, but also deepened people's knowledge and
understanding of architectural art through their symbolism
and emotional expression. From the point of view of artistic
value, these carvings show the outstanding creativity and
imagination of Romantic architects, as well as their persistent
pursuit of beauty and exquisite skills. They are not only an
important part of architectural art, but also a precious heritage
in the history of European culture and art.

5.2. The Influence of Sculptural Patterns on
the Art of Architecture from the 19th
Century onwards

The carved patterns in 19th-century European Romantic
architecture have had a profound impact on later generations
of architectural art. First of all, they provided later architects
and artists with a rich source of inspiration and creative
materials. Many later architectural works drew inspiration
from them and applied them to their own designs. Secondly,
the artistic style and expressive methods of carved patterns
had an impact on later architectural art styles. For example,
they played a positive role in the formation and development
of architectural styles such as Gothic Revival and Art
Nouveau. Finally, the symbolism and emotional expression of
sculptural patterns also injected new connotations and vitality
into later architectural art.
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5.3. The place of engraved patterns in the
history of European culture and art

In the history of European culture and art, the carved
patterns in 19th century European Romantic architecture
occupy an important position. They are not only an important
part of Romantic architectural art, but also an important
chapter in the history of European culture and art. With their
unique artistic style and profound symbolism, these carvings
have made an important contribution to the development of
European culture and art. They not only enrich the
connotation and expression of European culture and art, but
also provide valuable reference and inspiration for the
development of culture and art in later generations. Therefore,
we should fully recognize the artistic value and historical
status of these engraved patterns and strengthen their
protection and inheritance.

6. Conclusion

This study systematically explores the artistic
characteristics and historical context of 19th century
European Romantic architectural sculptural motifs, and finds
that they are centered on natural elements and mythological
and historical themes, and through dynamic lines and delicate
craftsmanship, they carry the functions of emotional
expression, cultural symbols, and spatial narrative, and form
an in-depth integration with architectural styles, paintings,
and literary forms of art. Patterns of different countries
present a unique appearance due to cultural differences:
France continues the Gothic mystical poetry, Britain
highlights the idyllic national characteristics, Germany
integrates the Germanic traditional symbols, and jointly
builds the decorative aesthetic system of Romantic
architecture. Its influence on the later Art Nouveau and Gothic
Revival styles is far-reaching, and it has become an important
model for the emotional expression of architectural art.

The innovation of this study is that it is the first time to
systematically organize this field and fill the gaps in domestic
and international research on the topic of sculptural patterns.
However, due to the limitation of the scope and data, some
case studies and cross-regional comparisons are still
insufficient. In the future, the research can focus on the deeper
cultural mechanism of specific countries' patterns, combine
with digital technology to carry out cross-art form
comparisons, and expand the multiple perspectives of
Romantic architecture, social and cultural interactions, and
modern translation, so as to provide richer historical
references and innovative paths for contemporary
architectural decorative design.
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